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German Documentar ies  
at  F i lm Fest iva ls

76th Ber l ina le
Showcas ing  24 German documentar ies



German Documentar ies  i s  the  in ternat iona l  labe l  for  the
promot ion  of  german non-f ic t ion  f i lm  product ions  abroad.
 
As  an  in i t ia t ive  of  the  AG DOK  –  the  German
Documentary  Assoc iat ion  and German F i lms  Service +
Market ing GmbH ,  German Documentar ies  presents
german documentary  product ions  at  in ternat iona l
fes t iva l s  and markets  and organ izes  co-product ion
meet ings  and de legat ions .

In th is  newsletter ,  we would  l ike  to  present  a
se lect ion  of  the except ional  product ions  that  wi l l  be
shown at  th is  year ’s  Ber l ina le .  

https://german-documentaries.de/
https://www.agdok.de/
https://www.german-films.de/
https://www.german-films.de/
https://www.berlinale.de/de/home.html


76th Ber l ina le
Tomorrow,  the  76th  ed i t ion  of  the  Ber l in  Internat iona l  F i lm  Fest iva l  w i l l
be  opened and we can  look  forward to  no  less  than  24 showcased
German documentar ies !

The  f i lms  are  shown in  four  sect ions :  
Ber l ina le  Shorts ,  Forum & Forum Expanded,  Panorama Dokumente ,
Retrospect ive  &  Ber l ina le  C lass ics .  

Most  of  “our”  f i lms  w i l l  be  seen  in  the  sect ion  Forum & Forum Expanded ,
wh ich  shows programmes,  » that  a im to  expand the  understand ing of
what  f i lm  i s ,  to  tes t  the  boundar ies  of  convent ion  and open up  f resh
perspect ives  to  he lp  grasp  c inema and how i t  re la tes  to  the  wor ld  in
new ways .«  
Source

Panorama Dokumente  i s  showing three  german product ions :
AROUND PARADISE by  Yu l ia  Loksh ina,  who i s  fo l lowing two young
Paraguayan s tudents ,  who are  search ing  for  the i r  vers ion  of  parad ise
in  between the  new commun i ty  of  set t lers  and the  loca l  popu lat ion .  

SIRI  HUSTVEDT -  DANCE AROUND THE SELF by  Sab ine  L id l  por t rays
the  author  and »reaches  far  beyond herse l f ,  d i scover ing  women who
courageous ly  and indepent ly  rea l i se  the i r  ar t i s t ic  v i s ions .«
Source

TWO MOUNTAINS WEIGHING DOWN MY CHEST by  V iv  L i  fo l lows
herse l f ,  a  »ch inese  wannabe ar t i s t«  and her  »ec lect ic  encounters  and
the  nuanced cu l ture  c lashes  that  shape them«,  s ince  she  found herse l f
s tuck  in  Ber l in .  
Source

The Ber l ina le  Retrospect ive  2026 focuses  on  a  spec ia l  decade:  
» “Lost  in  the  90s”  tours  an  era  of  upheava l ,  rebe l l i on ,  and c inemat ic
exper imentat ion .  The  fa l l  o f  the  Ber l in  Wal l ,  po l i t i ca l  chaos ,  MTV,  and
the  d ig i ta l  revo lut ion  b i r thed a  host  of  unconvent iona l  and inqu is i t ive
f i lms .  The  l ine-up  inc ludes  22  f i lm  programmes,  p lus  d i scuss ions  and
events .  And for  the  f i r s t  t ime,  the  Retrospect ive  wi l l  be  work ing  wi th
the  Goethe-Inst i tu t .  Beg inn ing  in  March  2026,  f ive  of  the  f i lms  f rom the
Ber l in  segment  of  the  programme wi l l  be  made ava i lab le  for  screen ing
in  the  150  ins t i tu tes  around the  wor ld .«
Source  

QUEENS DON’T  CRY by  Rosa  von  Praunhe im,  who sad ly  passed away
last  december ,  i s  nominated for  the  40th  Teddy-Award .  

https://www.berlinale.de/en/festival/sections/forum-and-forum-expanded.html
https://german-documentaries.de/films/around-paradise/
https://german-documentaries.de/films/siri-hustvedt-dance-around-the-self/
https://www.berlinale.de/en/2026/programme/202603166.html
https://german-documentaries.de/films/two-mountains-weighing-down-my-chest/
https://www.berlinale.de/en/2026/programme/202606587.html
https://www.berlinale.de/en/2026/news-press-releases/268354.html
https://www.berlinale.de/en/2026/news-press-releases/270933.html
https://german-documentaries.de/films/queens-dont-cry/
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Germany 2026 120 min

Synops is
In  one  of  the  poorest  reg ions  of  Paraguay l ies  Caazapá,  the  “c i ty  of  mag ic
and legends” .  Here ,  two young Paraguayan s tudents  are  search ing  for
happ iness ,  go ld  and a  mag ic  b i rd .  Beh ind  the  fences  of  a  gated commun i ty ,
European dropouts  are  seek ing  f reedom,  hea l ing  and sa lvat ion  f rom
Armageddon – for  themse lves  and the i r  sav ings .  Separat ing  them are  12
k i lometres  of  red-earth  road wh ich  t ransforms  in to  a  quagmire  every  ra iny
season .  Around them hovers  the  humid  heat  and choruses  of  c icadas .  Step  by
step,  the  f i lm  exp lores  the  new commun i ty  of  set t lers  and the  loca l  popu lat ion ;
the  camera  dr i f t s  through const ruct ion  s i tes ,  schoo ls ,  t reatment  rooms  and
shoot ing  ranges ,  gazes  up  at  the  sky  and in to  the  in ternet .  Whi le  the
newcomers  exper ience  turf  wars  and loss ,  the  loca ls  fo l low the i r  own myths
which  hark  back  to  the  country ’ s  m iss ionary  and co lon ia l  h i s tory .  They  a l l
have  a  vers ion  of  parad ise .

Around Paradise
by Yu l ia  Loksh ina

Contact :
Tr imaf i lm  GmbH

Lindwurmstrasse  7 1  Rgb.
80337  München

info@tr imaf i lm .de
ht tp ://www.tr imaf i lm .com

Panorama Dokumente

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/trimafilm-gmbh/
mailto:info@trimafilm.de
http://www.trimafilm.com/


Synops is
Young,  cur ious  and fu l l  o f  dr ive ,  S i r i  Hustvedt  leaves  the  w ide,  qu ie t
landscapes  of  Minnesota  and p lunges  in to  the  pu lsat ing  l i fe  of  New York
Ci ty .  In  search  of  the  protagon is t  for  her  f i r s t  nove l ,  she  embarks  on  a
journey  that  not  on ly  shapes  her  as  a  wr i ter  but  leads  her  to  become one  of
the  most  compe l l ing  vo ices  in  contemporary  Amer ican  l i terature .  The  f i lm
opens  a  perspect ive  that  reaches  far  beyond S i r i  Hustvedt  herse l f ,
d i scover ing  women who courageous ly  and independent ly  rea l i se  the i r
ar t i s t ic  v i s ions .  As  S i r i  Hustvedt  and her  husband Pau l  Auster  ref lect  on
language,  ident i ty  and the  power  of  words ,  l i fe  in tervenes :  Pau l  Auster
becomes  ser ious ly  i l l .  In  S i r i  Hustvedt  – Dance Around the  Se l f ,  d i rector
Sab ine  L id l  por t rays  S i r i  Hustvedt ’ s  d i s t inct ive  way of  l iv ing  and th ink ing,
weav ing  her  wr i t ing  together  w i th  the  major  themes  of  l i fe :  love  and
farewel l .
 

Contact :
Medea F i lm  Factory  GmbH

Lützowplatz  9
10785  Ber l in

info@medeaf i lm .de
ht tp ://www.medeaf i lm .com

Germany 2026 110 min

SIRI  HUSTVEDT -  DANCE
AROUND THE SELF

by Sab ine  L id l

Panorama Dokumente

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/medea-film-factory-gmbh/
mailto:info@medeafilm.de
http://www.medeafilm.com/


Germany,
 Netherlands

2026 85 min

Synops is
Viv,  a  Ch inese  wannabe ar t i s t ,  found herse l f  s tuck  in  Ber l in  af ter  the
pandemic  and acc identa l ly  ventured in to  the  c i ty ’ s  v ibrant  a l ternat ive  cu l ture
scene .  Dr i f t ing  between new env i ronments  and t rad i t iona l  expectat ions ,  V iv  i s
constant ly  adapt ing  to  sh i f t ing  op in ions  about  herse l f ,  the  wor ld  and,  of
course ,  Ch ina,  on ly  to  fee l  more  los t  than  ever .  Two Mounta ins  Weigh ing
Down My Chest  fo l lows  V iv ’ s  ec lect ic  encounters  and the  nuanced cu l ture
c lashes  that  shape them.  To ld  in  a  deep ly  persona l  and humorous  vo ice ,  the
f i lm  takes  a  w i t ty  yet  sharp  look  at  the  quest  for  a  sense  of  be long ing  in  a
g loba l i sed  wor ld  and how d i f ferent  soc ie t ies  def ine  our  l ives .  '  A  s tory  of  the
perpetua l  search  for  onese l f ,  ident i ty  and acceptance,  woven in to  a  sp i ra l  of
surrea l  yet  tang ib le  moments .

Contact :
CORSO F i lm

Antwerpener  St r .  14
50672 Kö ln

corso@corsof i lm .de
ht tp ://www.corsof i lm .de

Panorama Dokumente

TWO MOUNTAINS WEIGHING
DOWN MY CHEST

by V iv  L i

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/corso-film/
mailto:corso@corsofilm.de
http://www.corsofilm.de/


Synops is
A specu lat ive  documentary  essay  connect ing  the  f i lmmaker ’ s  med ica l
h i s tory  w i th  post-Co ld  War  geopo l i t i ca l  sh i f t s  and the i r  impact  on
contemporary  po l i t i cs .  The  f i lm  or ig inates  f rom the  f i lmmaker ’ s  d iagnos i s
wi th  a  rare  form of  cancer ,  T-ce l l  l ymphoma,  a  cond i t ion  that  causes  the
fa i lure  of  the  immune system and the  body ’s  defence  mechan isms .  The
medica l  t reatment  unfo lds  in  three  s tages :  1 .  Remiss ion  of  cancer  ce l l s ;  2 .
Immune t ransp lantat ion ;  3 .  Adaptat ion  to  a  new immune system.  The  f i lm
adopts  these  three  s tages  as  a  f ramework  to  m i r ror  the  co l lapse  of  the
Sov iet  Un ion ,  fo l lowed by  the  in t roduct ion  of  the  f ree-market  economy as  a
new system of  governance,  and a  pro longed process  of  adaptat ion  marked
by chron ic  s ide  effects .  Far  f rom c la im ing  that  b io logy  offers  a  mode l  of
perfect  soc ia l  order ,  Graf t  Versus  Host  uses  med ica l  term ino logy to  grasp
complex  geopo l i t i ca l  t ransformat ions  of  recent  h i s tory  and the  layered roots
of  today ’s  unset t l ing  po l i t i ca l  rea l i ty .
 

Contact :
Dot .Comm Product ion

Ber l in

g io .gago@gmai l . com
mi los t rak i lov ic@gmai l . com

Germany,
Georgia

2026 31 min

GRAFT VERSUS HOST
by G iorg i  Gago Gagosh idze

Ber l ina le  Shorts

mailto:gio.gago@gmail.com,%20%20milostrakilovic@gmail.com
mailto:gio.gago@gmail.com,%20%20milostrakilovic@gmail.com


Germany 2026 14 min

Synops is
An abandoned GDR factory .  More  than  400 dusty  job  app l icat ion  le t ters  f rom
the  years  2004 to  2008 l ie  scat tered in  the  ce l lar  of  the  admin i s t rat ive
bu i ld ing .  A longs ide  the  t rad i t iona l  phrases  of  a  cover ing  le t ter ,  the
documents  conta in  descr ip t ions  of  persona l  c i rcumstances  and memor ies .  The
wishes  of  the  app l icants ,  as  we l l  as  the i r  fears  and pa in ,  are  la id  bare  in  the i r
effor t  to  f ind  a  p lace  in  the  f ree  market  economy.  A documentary
contemplat ion  of  the  ind iv idua l  beh ind  the  workforce .

Contact :
Mozhar  &  Vo lkmar  F i lm

Ber l in

pave l .mozhar@posteo .de

Ber l ina le  Shorts

WITH A KIND REGARD
by Pave l  Mozhar

mailto:pavel.mozhar@posteo.de


Germany 2026 200 min

Synops is
“Sarmat i sche  Ze i t ”  (Sarmat ian  T ime)  i s  the  name of  a  poetry  co l lect ion  by
Johannes  Bobrowsk i ,  wh ich  becomes  a  persona l ,  ly r ica l  le i tmot i f  for  Vo lker
Koepp in  th i s  v i sua l ly  s t r ik ing,  far- reach ing  exp lorat ion  of  the  reg ion  between
the  Ba l t ic  Sea  and the  B lack  Sea,  a long the  Memel ,  Dn is ter  and Pruth  r ivers .
I t  i s  a  p lace  of  d i f ferent  or ig ins ,  long ings  and cr imes :  a  me l t ing  pot  for  myr iad
cu l tures  and aff i l ia t ions ,  a  po in t  of  reference  and refuge for  over  ha l f  a
century  in  the  work  of  the  great  chron ic ler  and the  set t ing  of  repeated
crue l t ies  and dest ruct ion .  Return ing  to  h i s  own oeuvre  wi th  compan ions  o ld
and new becomes  a  s imu l taneous  process  of  look ing  back  and br ing ing  th ings
up to  date .  L ike  the  arms  of  a  de l ta ,  connect ions  to  German h i s tory  and the
ent i re  European context  are  created,  between past  and present .  And for  a
long wh i le ,  t ime  seems  to  s tand terr ib ly  s t i l l  w i th in  th i s  f low,  for  s ince  the
star t  of  the  Russ ian  war  aga ins t  Ukra ine  in  2022,  the  echo  of  the  exper ience
of  v io lence  inscr ibed in to  th i s  reg ion  becomes  imposs ib le  to  ignore .  What
or ig inates  in  poems about  the  Memel  reg ion  deve lops  in to  a  monumenta l
contemplat ion  about  peop le  in  t ime  and space .

Contact :
Vineta  F i lm

Ber l in

v inetaf i lm@t-on l ine .de

CHRONOS -  FLOW OF TIME
by Vo lker  Koepp

Forum & Forum Expanded

mailto:vinetafilm@t-online.de


Synops is
“There  have on ly  been  two gen iuses  in  Germany s ince  the  war ,  Fassb inder
in  the  West  and Sch leef  in  the  East ” ,  remarked E l f r iede  Je l inek .  When E inar
Sch leef  d ied  far  too  ear ly  in  2001  at  the  age of  57 ,  he  was  a lone,  w i th  the
pub l ic  on ly  f ind ing  out  about  h i s  death  days  la ter .  How i s  i t  poss ib le  that
th i s  pa in ter ,  author  and p ioneer  of  German theatre  d i rect ion  in  the  East ,
la ter  in  the  West  and f ina l ly  in  the  reun i f ied  Germany – at  once  recogn ised
and unapprec iated,  ce lebrated and m is judged,  reso lu te  and m isunders tood
– remained such  a  perpetua l  outs ider?  The  e l l ip t ica l ly  ed i ted  arch ive
mater ia l  l e ts  Sch leef  have h i s  own say  above a l l  –  mercur ia l ,  s tu t ter ing,
unf l inch ing .  Sandra  Prechte l ’ s  f i lm  carefu l ly  avo ids  g lor i fy ing  or  co-opt ing
th i s  20th  century  ar t i s t ,  who refused any  sor t  of  mass  psycho logy and
pushed theatre  to  i t s  outer  reaches .  By  h igh l ight ing  d i f ferent  b iograph ica l
e lements ,  th i s  por t ra i t  of  a  combat ive ,  yet  vu lnerab le  loner  and enfant
terr ib le  w i th  se l f -dest ruct ive  potent ia l  i s  gradua l ly  p ieced together .  I t  i s  an
account  of  theatre  and the  suppress ion  mechan isms  of  post -war  soc ie ty  and
– un l i ke  one  has  seen  before  – of  the  two German rea l i t ies .

Contact :
F i lmga ler ie  451

Saarbrücker  St raße  24
10405 Ber l in

info@f i lmga ler ie451 .de
ht tp ://f i lmga ler ie451 .de

Germany 2026 92 min

EINAR SCHLEEF -  NO
GERMANY DID I  F IND

by Sandra  Prechte l

Forum & Forum Expanded

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/filmgalerie-451/
mailto:info@filmgalerie451.de
http://filmgalerie451.de/


Germany 1968 42 min

Synops is
Turn  of  the  year  1967/68:  the  4  Internat iona l  Exper imenta l  F i lm  Fest iva l  i s
tak ing  p lace  at  the  Be lg ian  seas ide  resor t  of  Knokke .  In  add i t ion  to  c l ips  f rom
the  f i lms ,  C laud ia  von  A lemann and Re ino ld  E .  Th ie l ’ s  documentary  above a l l
shows the  para l le l  events ,  the  spontaneous  performances ,  happen ings  and
protest  act ions  that  took  p lace  there .  They  inc lude  the  works  of  Harun
Farock i ,  Jean-Jacques  Lebe l ,  Sh i r ley  C larke,  Ho lger  Me ins ,  Gustav  Lamche,
Armand Gatt i  and Maur ic io  Kage l ,  as  we l l  as  of  s tudents  f rom the  U lm Schoo l
of  Des ign,  the  DFFB and Amer ican  underground f i lmmakers .  The  f i lm  captures
the  e lect r i fy ing  and insp i r ing  atmosphere  that  made the  fes t iva l  legendary
and prov ided a  dec is ive  impetus  for  independent  f i lm  in  Europe .

t h

The f i lm  i s  be ing  shown in  a  new d ig i ta l  res torat ion  by  the  Arsena l  F i lm
Inst i tu te .

Contact :
arsena l  ins t i tu t  für  f i lm  und v ideokunst  e .V .

Potsdamer  Str .  2
10785  Ber l in

ma i l@arsena l -ber l in .de
ht tps ://www.arsena l -ber l in .de

Forum & Forum Expanded

EXPRMNTL 4 KNOKKE
by C laud ia  von  A lemann & Re inho ld  E .  Th ie l

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/arsenal-institut-fuer-film-und-videokunst-ev/
mailto:mail@arsenal-berlin.de
https://www.arsenal-berlin.de/


Synops is
Spurred by  her  A lzhe imer ’ s -aff l i c ted  mother ’ s  s t range evocat ion  of  home-
invad ing  t igers ,  f i lmmaker  Madhusree  Dut ta  t rave ls  to  Assam,  Ind ia .  Here ,
she  learns  about  the  F ly ing  T igers :  US a i rcraf t  that  t ransferred  m i l i tary
supp l ies  dur ing  WWII  across  the  per i lous  H ima layas ,  f rom Assam to
Kunming in  Ch ina .  So  beg ins  a  g lobetrot t ing,  decades-spann ing  docuf ic t ion
essay  on  the  human-sca le  exper ience  of  monumenta l  log i s t ica l  phenomena,
featur ing  sma l l  h i s tor ies  that  unfo ld  in  the  qu ie t  shadows of  H is tory  wr i t
large .  Teaming up  wi th  Kunming-born  med ia  theor i s t  M i  You  and Assam-
based researcher  Purav  Goswami ,  Dut ta  contrasts  the  smooth  in ternat iona l
f low of  goods  today wi th  increas ing  res t r ic t ions  on  peop le ’ s  movement
across  borders .  Her  f i lm  revea ls  how l ived  rea l i t ies  of  f ront ier  popu lat ions
have a lways  been f lu id  and ma l leab le ,  refus ing  the  homogene i ty  demanded
by car tograph ic  po l i t i ca l  imag inat ion .  Appropr ia te ly ,  Dut ta  adopts  a
heterogeneous ,  genre-defy ing  form,  m ix ing  in terv iews,  arch iva l  mater ia l ,
performances ,  an imat ion  and mus ica l  numbers  to  craf t  a  persona l ,  w ide-
rang ing  work  at  once  in t imate  

Contact :
pong f i lm  GmbH
Ska l i t zer  St r .  62

10997  Ber l in

info@pong-ber l in .de
ht tp ://www.pong-ber l in .de

Germany,
India

2026 105 min

FLYING TIGERS
by Madhusree  Dut ta

Forum & Forum Expanded

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/pong-film-gmbh/
mailto:info@pong-berlin.de
http://www.pong-berlin.de/


Germany 1981 142 min

Synops is
A f i lm  f rom East  Ber l in ,  198 1 ,  w i th  a  cur ious  h i s tory  of  preservat ion .  Hav ing
created an  open,  in t imate  atmosphere  wh i le  in terv iewing other  in ternat iona l
s tudents  in  the  ha l l s  of  res idence  at  her  East  German f i lm  schoo l  in  Potsdam-
Babe lsberg  for  Oyoyo a  year  prev ious ly ,  Ind ian  exchange s tudent  Chetna
Vora  now spoke  to  German nat ive  speakers ,  women in  Ber l in .  Here  too ,
rema in ing  in  the i r  pr ivate  rea lm was  key  to  es tab l i sh ing  a  commun icat ive
set t ing  in  wh ich  unforced,  unrehearsed,  hor i zonta l  conversat ions  cou ld
unfo ld .  K i tchen  chats  most ly .  A  f i lm  in  the  form of  a  rough cut ,  somet imes  w i th
uned i ted  sequences  and long s t retches  of  ta lk ing  and l i s ten ing,  wh ich  –
for tunate ly  – preserves  the  t races  of  the  assoc iat ive  and authent ic .  The
women are  f rom d i f ferent  m i l i eus ,  f rom young to  o ld .  Rea l  l i fe  as  a  woman in
the  GDR.  Caretak ing,  hav ing  ch i ldren  and br ing ing  them up,  work ,  l iv ing,
forming bonds ,  separat ing,  lov ing .  Rock  ’n ’  ro l l  by  the  w indow.  These
reve lat ions  have surv ived because  the  f i lm  mater ia l  was  p i l fered  f rom
un ivers i ty  s torage,  pro jected  on  an  improv ised  screen  and f i lmed on  VHS in
turn ,  w i th  the  resu l t  now hav ing  been res tored by  the  F i lm  Un ivers i ty
Babe lsberg  KONRAD WOLF.

Contact :
F i lmun ivers i tä t  Babe lsberg  KONRAD WOLF -  D is t r ibut ion

Mar lene-D iet r ich-Al lee  1 1
14482 Potsdam

fest iva l s@f i lmun ivers i taet .de
ht tp ://www.f i lmun ivers i taet .de

Forum & Forum Expanded

FRAUEN IN BERLIN
by Chetna  Vora

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/filmuniversitaet-babelsberg-konrad-wolf-distribution/
mailto:festivals@filmuniversitaet.de
http://www.filmuniversitaet.de/


Synops is
With  no  s ing le  protagon is t  or  l i near  narrat ive ,  the  f i lm  immerses  us  in  a
spectac le  of  s t rength  through an  in t imate  por t ra i t  of  bodybu i lders  in  the
s lums  of  Lagos .  Inf la ted  musc les ,  bu lg ing  ve ins  and luminous  sk in  g l i s ten ing
wi th  sweat  f i l l  the  screen .  Shot  a lmost  ent i re ly  in  c lose-ups ,  the  camera
hovers  so  near  i t s  sub jects ,  mov ing  sof t ly  l i ke  breath  on  sk in ,  that  at  t imes
f igures  become b lurred,  abst racted forms .  Kar imah Ashadu ’s  s low,
measured pans  across  backs ,  chests  and arms  med i tate  on  v i s ib i l i ty ,
drawing at tent ion  to  the  embod iment  and representat ion  of  the  B lack  ma le
body wi thout  render ing  i t  s ingu lar  or  f ixed .  The  meta l l i c  c lang of  barbe l l s  i s
punctuated wi th  gut tura l  sounds  of  exer t ion  set  aga ins t  the  ambience  of  the
st reets .  Breath  and musc le  move in  syncopated son ic  choreography,  and the
men ’s  commi tment  to  the  r i tua l  of  ma inta in ing  the  body i s  ev ident .

Contact :
Golddust  by  Ashadu

Lagos ,  N iger ia

he l lo@go lddustbyashadu .com
https ://go lddustbyashadu .com/

Nigeria,
Italy,

Germany
2025 22 min

MUSCLE
by Kar ima Ashadu

Forum & Forum Expanded

mailto:hello@golddustbyashadu.com
https://golddustbyashadu.com/


Germany 2026 91 min

Synops is
A The Bundeswehr  has  arr ived at  a  dec i s ive  “ turn ing  po int ”  ( “Ze i tenwende” ) :
in  Schnöggersburg,  Europe ’s  b iggest  m i l i tary  mode l  c i ty ,  defend ing  the  nat ion
and the  a l l iance  i s  not  jus t  rehearsed,  but  a l so  d i rect ly  taught .  Mar ie  Wi lke ’ s
sober ,  focused observat iona l  documentary  puts  together  a  360-degree  v iew
of  i t s  sub ject ,  wh ich  captures  the  current  s tate  of  the  German army f rom
di f ferent  perspect ives .  Between press  appo intments ,  swear ing- in  ceremon ies ,
v i s i tor  tours ,  ro lep lays  and an  ar t i f i c ia l  underground t ra in  tunne l ,  the  process
of  adapt ing  to  the  present  becomes  v i s ib le .  Wi th  a  sound grasp  of
representat ive  s i tuat ions  and commun icat ion  nodes ,  Wi lke  gets  c lose  enough
to  her  sub ject  to  i l l us t rate  i t s  complex i ty  – wh i le  re ta in ing  exact ly  the
necessary  d i s tance  for  open,  cr i t i ca l  engagement .  The  shots  are  most ly  s tat ic
and impart ia l ,  bear ing  wi tness  to  a  Bundeswehr  search ing  for  i t s  se l f - image
whi le  in  the  m idst  of  grapp l ing  wi th  the  past ,  s tate-of- the-ar t  war  s imu lat ions
and an  uncerta in  future .  Szenar io  i s  a  por t ra i t  of  an  ins t i tu t ion  that  jus t  as
equa l ly  dep ic ts  the  soc ie ty  and po l i t i cs  that  produce  i t .

Contact :
Ma. ja .de .  F i lmprodukt ions  GmbH

Pfaffendorfer  St r .  26
04105 Le ipz ig

le ipz ig@majade .de
ht tps ://majade .de/
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SCENARIO
by Mar ie  Wi lke

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/majade-filmproduktions-gmbh/
mailto:leipzig@majade.de
https://majade.de/


Synops is
A f i lm  l i ke  a  house  fu l l  o f  dark  chambers  long c losed .  Yet  every  room wi l l  be
opened:  puppet  shows,  but terf l ies ,  co lour ,  l ight !  Th i s  autob iograph ica l
documentary  debut  sets  out  to  depr ive  s i lence  of  i t s  power .  Four teen  years
ago,  the  d i rector  surv ived an  at tempted femic ide  carr ied  out  by  a
schoo lmate ,  who had harassed her  before .  An act  whose  sub ject ive  and
object ive  inconce ivab i l i ty  Dan ie la  Magnan i  Hü l ler  w i l l  not  accept .  In  images
of  great  sens i t iv i ty ,  she  uncovers  memor ies ,  makes  her  vo ice  aud ib le  in
vo iceover ,  enab l ing  herse l f  to  f ind  a  s t ronger ,  own perspect ive  – on  what
happened,  the  present  of  the  t rauma,  a  future  l i fe  w i thout  fear .  She  wants
conversat ions  to  happen and conducts  them in  large  spaces  of ten  shot  w i th
cons iderab le  d i s tance,  w i th  a  teacher ,  a  schoo l  f r iend,  a  detect ive ,  the
state  prosecutor ;  t ry ing  to  f ind  out  why each of  them d id  (or  d id  not )  act
the  way they  d id .  Matter-of- fact ,  cons i s tent  and impress ive ly  composed,
she  reconst ructs  events  and fa i lu res  and – years  af ter  the  cr ime – poses
the  quest ion  of  respons ib i l i ty :  to  the  ind iv idua ls ,  the  schoo l ,  the  jus t ice
system and soc ie ty .  V io lence  aga ins t  women – the  unfo ld ing  of  an  in terna l
and externa l  perspect ive .

Contact :
BILDERSTURM F i lmprodukt ion  GmbH

Hel ioss t r .  6a
50825 Kö ln

info@bi lders turm-f i lm .de

Germany 2026 91 min

SOMETIMES,  I  IMAGINE
THEM ALL AT A PARTY

by Dan ie la  Magnan i  Hü l ler

Forum & Forum Expanded

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/bildersturm-filmproduktion-gmbh/
mailto:info@bildersturm-film.de


Synops is
In  1904,  European leaders  of  the  Z ion i s t  Organ isat ion  secret ly  surveyed the
Ugandan h igh lands  as  a  potent ia l  “New Promised Land”  for  the  Jewish  peop le .
Supported  d i screet ly  by  Br i t i sh  co lon ia l  admin i s t rators ,  who descr ibed East
Afr ica  as  a  barren  and b lank  imper ia l  canvas  and were  eager  to  r id  Eng land
of  i t s  Jewish  popu lat ion ,  one  Jewish  de legate  began mapp ing the  terra in ,
c l imate  and l i fe  in  Uganda towards  a  new Jewish  set t lement .  What  occurred
on that  mounta in  that  led  the  exp lorer  to  vow never  to  return  rema ins
unknown.  Drawing on  present-day f i lm  locat ion  scout ing  and an  emai l
exchange wi th  an  Ugandan scout ,  The  Recce  med i tates  on  c inema’s  t ies  to
land and i t s  entang lement  w i th  (neo)co lon ia l  imag inat ion .  Through the  recce,
land becomes  v i ta l  both  to  f i lmmak ing  and s tate-bu i ld ing .  I t  i s  sought  af ter ,
co lon i sed  and constant ly  re imag ined as  e l sewhere .  At  the  core  of  the  recce
l ies  a  potent ia l ly  v io lent  act :  the  erasure  of  one  p lace  in  creat ing  another .
The  recce,  as  th i s  tes t  i s  of ten  ca l led,  i s  se ldom regarded as  a  f i lm,  but
embod ies  th i s  very  v io lence  and the  ongo ing  shadow of  co lon ia l i ty  in  i t s  form.

Forum & Forum Expanded

THE RECCE
by Dan ie l  Mann

Germany,
UK

2026 15 min

Contact :
Dan ie l  Mann

London
Un i ted  K ingdom

dan ie lmann .ma i l@gmai l . com

mailto:danielmann.mail@gmail.com


Germany,
Serbia

2026 17 min

Forum & Forum Expanded

THE DESIRABLE DEVICE
by Mina  S imend ić

Synops is
Treat ing  language as  a  dev ice  of  mean ing,  the  f i lm  dea ls  w i th  the
transposab le  power  inherent  in  language i t se l f  –  the  va lue  that  der ives  f rom
the  dev ice ,  rather  than  f rom the  mean ing .  G iven  the  opportun i ty  to  work  w i th
a l lur ing  and cost ly  16mm f i lm  s tock  w i th in  a  res t r ic t ive  po l i t i ca l  c l imate ,  a
f i lmmaker  ref lects  on  the  t ransact ions  made in  the  process  of  immigrat ing  to
Germany .  What  does  one  have to  g ive  up  to  be  ab le  to  l ive  in  the  “promised
land”?  By  conce iv ing  ana logue f i lm  i t se l f  as  a  l i ngu is t ic  dev ice ,  the  f i lm  turns
back  on  i t s  own means  of  commun icat ion ,  quest ion ing  the  use  of  f i lm  s tock  in
current  t imes .

Contact :
Mina S imend ić

Be lgrad
Serb ia

bu lke .d iv l j i .makov i@gmai l . com

mailto:bulke.divlji.makovi@gmail.com
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THE SUFFOCATING NOW
by V ika  K i rchenbauer

Synops is
At a  t ime  when e lements  of  fasc i sat ion  are  becoming ever  more  apparent ,
ever  more  pervas ive ,  ar t i s t  V ika  K i rchenbauer  takes  a  persona l  look  at
what  i s  in  the  a i r  in  present-day Germany .  Th i s  Suffocat ing  Now wi tnesses
the  h i s tor ica l  present  as  a  cond i t ion  marked by  vectors  of  v io lence  that
have cont inuous ly  and hab i tua l ly  ex i s ted,  and puts  i t s  focus  on  the  fau l t
l i nes  that  have most  exp l ic i t ly  exposed the  i l l ibera l  underbe l ly  of  a  l ibera l
s tate  and soc ie ty  in  recent  years :  Pa les t ine  so l idar i ty  as  we l l  as  queer  and
trans  r ights .  Drawing f rom a  vast  var ie ty  of  source  mater ia l ,  the  16-minute
essay  f i lm  f lows  in  an  uneven rhythm through s t i l l  and  mov ing  imagery .
Observat ions  f rom the  past  three  years  – such  as  the  increased po l ice
presence  and recurr ing  po l ice  v io lence,  wh ich  K i rchenbauer  captures  f rom
her  ba lcony  in  Ber l in  –  are  v iewed wi th in  a  broader  German h i s tor ica l
f ramework .  Over  mundane images  of  her  home improvement  effor ts ,  the
art i s t  prob lemat i ses  her  own soc ia l  ascent  to  becoming a  un ivers i ty
professor  and c iv i l  servant .  Th i s  persona l  ref lect ion  serves  as  an  entry  po in t
to  address ing  the  in t imate  re la t ion  between s tate  and contemporary  ar t  in
the  German cu l tura l  sys tem as  a  who le .

Germany 2026 16 min

Contact :
Vika  K i rchenbauer

Ber l in

l i ke . rats . leav ing@gmai l . com
https ://www.vk0ms .com/

mailto:like.rats.leaving@gmail.com
https://www.vk0ms.com/
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WARNINGS TO THE 
DISTANT FUTURE

by Ju l iane  Jaschnow & Stefan ie  Schroeder

Synops is
The future  of  human i ty ’ s  precar ious  legacy i s  d i scussed in  re la t ion  to  i s sues  of
locat ion  in  an  end less  on l ine  conference  wi th  122  part ic ipants  f rom c iv i l
soc ie ty .  The  experts  a l l  agree:  s tones  are  more  re l iab le  than  po l i t i cs .  A  part ly
three-d imens iona l  f i lm  about  the  search  for  the  German-German nuc lear  waste
repos i tory ,  between warn ing  s igns ,  feedback  loops  and commun icat ion
prob lems,  g lowing f locks  of  b i rds  and the  area  between s ign  and ob ject .  A
peace s teamsh ip  cru i ses  among Mose l le  v ineyards  – past  the  NATO nuc lear
weapons  base,  past  m issed c l imate  goa ls .  The  Last  Generat ion  and the  one
before  that  do  not  meet .  “We’ re  in  a  c l imate  catast rophe .  Does  i t  take  mashed
potatoes  on  a  pa int ing  for  you  to  l i s ten?”  A pray ing  mant i s  t ransformed in to  a
s tereoscop ic  pre-cyborg  gazes  in to  a  sh i f ted  past .  A  decommiss ioned nuc lear
reactor  i s  turned in to  an  a l l - inc lus ive  amusement  park  in  the  Lower  Rh ine
reg ion .  There  i s  s t i l l  no  f ina l  repos i tory  for  h igh ly  rad ioact ive  waste  in
Germany,  but  “how shou ld  those  who come af ter  us  be  warned?  Isn ’ t  there
a lso  a  r ight  to  forget?”

Contact :
Ju l iane  Jaschnow & Stefan ie  Schroeder

Le ipz ig

mai l@ju l iane jaschnow.de
 info@schroederstefan ie .de

mailto:mail@julianejaschnow.de;%20info@schroederstefanie.de
mailto:mail@julianejaschnow.de;%20info@schroederstefanie.de
mailto:mail@julianejaschnow.de;%20info@schroederstefanie.de
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USA

1993 60 min

Retrospect ive  &  
Ber l ina le  C lass ics

BELLS FROM THE DEEP.  FAITH
AND SUPERSTITION IN RUSSIA

by Werner  Herzog

Synops is
After  the  d i sso lu t ion  of  the  Sov iet  Un ion ,  “mythoman iac”  Werner  Herzog
trave ls  to  S iber ia .  Desp i te  more  than  70  years  of  Marx i s t -Len in i s t  dogma,  he
f inds  a  w ide  var ie ty  of  re l ig ious  pract ices  that  have surv ived commun ism.  In
add i t ion  to  d i sc ip les  of  the  Russ ian  Orthodox church,  he  meets  herders  who
consu l t  w i th  shamans  before  dec id ing  on  a  d i rect ion  of  t rave l ,  as  we l l  as
numerous  m i rac le  hea lers  and i t inerant  preachers .  They  inc lude  a  reborn
Jesus  Chr i s t ,  a  fa i th  hea ler  who sets  f ree  cosmic  energy,  an  exorc i s t  who
f ights  the  demons  possess ing  women,  and a  former  f i lm  pro ject ion i s t  who
now favours  peop le  w i th  h i s  be l l  r ing ing .  Herzog takes  a  c lose  look  at  Lake
Svet loyar ,  whence church  be l l s  purported ly  sound f rom the  los t  c i ty  of
K i tezh  submerged there  – as  long as  p i lgr ims  approach on  the i r  knees .
Authent ic  sp i r i tua l i ty  i s  woven together  w i th  char la tan i sm.  The  former  g ives
Herzog ins ight  in to  the  “Russ ian  sou l ” .  At  the  same t ime,  w i th  h i s  profound
f la i r  for  showmansh ip ,  he  boosted  the  enter ta inment  va lue  of  h i s  f i lm  when,
unab le  to  f ind  any  rea l  p i lgr ims ,  he  h i red  some admi t ted ly  drunken loca ls
and had them be l ly  crawl  across  the  ice  of  the  f rozen  lake .



Germany 1991 86 min

Retrospect ive  &  
Ber l ina le  C lass ics

BERLIN,  BAHNHOF
FRIEDRICHSTRASSE 1990
by Konstanze  B inder ,  L i l l y  Grote ,  U l r i ke  Herd in ,  

Ju l ia  Kunert

Synops is
The Ber l in  Wal l  has  fa l len .  Doors  are  now open ing  and barr iers  are
d isappear ing .  Even  before  the  Deutschmark  s tar ts  to  f low eastward,  waves
of  peop le  gush  through the  t ra in  s tat ion  at  Fr iedr ichst rasse .  Beg inn ing  in
Ju ly  1990,  when the  t reaty  un i fy ing  the  two German s tates  takes  effect ,  the
contro l s  a t  th i s  border  cross ing  become ever  more  lax .  Four  f i lmmakers  f rom
West  and East  keep tabs  on  the  d i smant l ing  of  the  border  operat ion  posts
and checkpo ints .  In  the  labyr in th ian  depths  of  the  Tränenpa last  (Pa lace  of
Tears ) ,  a  border  guard  ta lks  about  compar ing  rea l  ears  w i th  the  ones  on
I .D .  p ic tures  “ l i ke  a  conveyor  be l t ” .  There  are  f i r s t -hand ta les  of  ch icanery
and currency  t ransact ions ,  wh i le  the  sa les  ass i s tants  f rom the  hard
currency  Intershop ref lect  on  the  uncerta in  future  they  face .



Germany 1991 13 min

Retrospect ive  &  
Ber l ina le  C lass ics

EASTERN LANDSCAPE
by Eduard  Schre iber

Synops is
A doomsday mood wafts  over  a  garbage dump near  East  Ber l in .  Crows and
seagu l l s  c i rc le  above i t  wh i le  be low,  a  heavy mach ine  t rund les  over  a
photograph of  Mikha i l  Gorbachev .  Not  far  f rom the  f lag  of  East  Germany,  a
brochure  offers  in format ion  “about  the  beg inn ings  of  our  s tate”  and another
on  “ the  economy and nat iona l  defence” .  M ixed among the  phys ica l  remnants
of  a  defunct  s tate  are  pr ivate  ar tefacts  of  i t s  c i t i zens  – le t ters ,  photos ,
quest ionna i res  rus t l ing  gent ly  in  the  w ind  next  to  a  broken  do l l ,  a  damaged
accord ion ,  a  d i scarded prosthet ic .  A  young man takes  off  h i s  c lo thes .
Naked,  he  sets  out .  Ah,  but  wh i ther?
The  documentar ian ,  wr i ter  and t rans lator  Eduard  Schre iber  was  cons idered
the  on ly  essay  f i lmmaker  in  East  Germany when i t  s t i l l  ex i s ted .  In  the  h igh ly
symbo l ic  images  of  th i s  1991  shor t  f i lm ,  he  made man i fes t  the  d i sso lu t ion  of
Sov iet  dominance .  H is  Öst l i che  Landschaft  (Eastern  Landscape)  i s  a  f i lm ic
e legy  on  the  end of  a  s tate ,  of  wh ich  what  rema ins ,  to  paraphrase  Ber to l t
Brecht ,  i s  “what  passed through i t ,  the  w ind ! ” .



Germany 1993 66 min

ORANGE VESTS
by Yury  Khashevatsky

Synops is
After  a  v i s i t  to  the  West ,  E l la  Mi lova  and I r ina  P i smenna ja  rea l i se  that
concepts  of  femin i sm d i f fer  great ly  between east  and west .  The  Be larus ian
f i lmmakers  task  d i rector  Yury  Khashevatsky  wi th  shoot ing  a  c inemat ic  le t ter
d i rected  at ,  among others ,  the i r  Bremen co l league He lke  Sander .  The  f i lm
documents  everyday hardsh ips  in  a  d ic tatorsh ip  and an  economy of
scarc i ty .  They  speak  about  women ’s  work  and sexua l  equa l i ty  to  workers
and party  funct ionar ies ,  pr i soners  and women in  Ta j ik i s tan  who descr ibe
what  they  do  as  s lave  labour .  Not  long before  the  f i lm  was  made,
express ing  those  k inds  of  v iews  wou ld  have been a  cr im ina l  act .  They  t rave l
as  far  as  S iber ia  to  bear  w i tness  to  how the  women in  orange vests  do  the
heavy labour  in  the  country .  I t  bo i l s  down to :  “You  know,  the  longer  we
f lew,  drove  and f i lmed,  the  more  I  became conv inced that  you  were  r ight  –
men bu i l t  th i s  wor ld  for  themse lves . ”  Shot  dur ing  the  las t  two years  of  the
Sov iet  era ,  the  f i lm  documents  exp lo i tat ion ,  repress ion ,  m i l i tar i sm,  v io lence
and corrupt ion  as  e lements  of  an  unwaver ing  patr iarcha l  doctr ine .

Retrospect ive  &  
Ber l ina le  C lass ics
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IN THE SPLENDOUR OF HAPPINESS
by Johann Fe indt ,  Jean ine  Meerapfe l ,  He lga  Re ideme is ter ,  D ie ter

Schumann,  Tamara  Trampe

Synops is
Rhine  wine  in  Saxony!  I t  i s  be ing  served at  an  informat ion  s tand set  up  by
West  Germany ’s  Chr i s t ian  Democrat ic  Un ion  party  (CDU)  jus t  before  the
f i r s t  and on ly  f ree  e lect ions  to  East  Germany ’s  Peop le ’ s  Assembly ;  the  ba l lo t
w i l l  g ive  the  CDU a lmost  41% of  the  vote .  But  wh i le  the  East  Germans
appear  ent i re ly  sober  about  i t  a l l  desp i te  the  sweet  swi l l  on  offer ,  dur ing
the  e lect ion  campa ign  in  February/March  of  1990 the  West  Germans  seem
drunk  on  the  new order .  “Soc ia l i sm i s  over .  Nobody wants  i t  anymore” ,
exu l t s  He lmut  Koh l .  Meanwhi le ,  h i s  f inance  m in i s ter  i s  speak ing  of  an
“expanded economic  terr i tory” .  And very  soon,  a  Naz i  banner  i s  proc la im ing
the  “east  reg ions”  of  Germany as  the  next  goa l  for  a  “ reun i f icat ion” .
“How do  var ious  generat ions  exper ience  the  uncerta in ty ,  the  d i sor ientat ion
and the  recons iderat ion  of  East  Germany ’s  o ld  va lues?” ,  asked the  East-
West  German documentary  f i lm  co l lect ive  B l ick  ins  Land .  In  the i r
quest ion ing  of  workers ,  schoo lch i ldren,  border  guards  and po l ice ,  a  teacher
and an  East  German s tate  secur i ty  (Stas i )  of f icer  about  the i r  exper iences
and fee l ings ,  the  co l lect ive  prov ided an  unvarn i shed look  at  the  downs ides
of  the  “sp lend id  happ iness” .



Germany 1992 107 min
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VIDEOGRAMS OF A REVOLUTION
by Harun  Farock i

Synops is
“Te lev i s ion  i s  on  our  s ide !  We have won! ”  Th i s  chron ic le  of  the  1989
revo lut ion  in  Roman ia  i s  put  together  f rom l ive  coverage by  the  s tate
broadcaster  TVR and v ideo  recorded by  numerous  amateurs .  Harun  Farock i
and Roman ian  wr i ter  and d i rector  Andre i  U j ica  had access  to  125  hours  of
mater ia l ,  f rom wh ich  they  compi led  a  m inute-by-minute  account  of  the
per iod  f rom December  2 1  to  the  25 .  Seen  f rom mu l t ip le  perspect ives ,
these  v ideograms cover  the  rap id  success ion  of  events  f rom Nico lae
Ceaușescu ’s  las t  pub l ic  speech in  Bucharest  to  the  execut ion  of  the  d ic tator
and h i s  w i fe  four  days  la ter .  The  d ig i ta l  images  are  condensed to  shape a
h is tor ica l  drama,  and the  aud iov i sua l  h i s tor iography takes  on  the  form of  a
c lass ic  s tage p lay:  “The  peop le  revo l t ,  power  i s  over thrown,  the  ru lers  are
executed . ”  In  1992,  the  d i rectors  sa id :  “Our  goa l  was  to  untang le  the
ex is t ing  bund le  of  images  and ed i t  them in to  sequences  so  that  the  v iewer
has  the  impress ion  that  they  are  mov ing  through the  same f i lm  loop  f rom
one camera  to  the  next  for  f ive  days . ”  The  work  has  been  presented as  an
ins ta l la t ion  in  museums,  inc lud ing  in  New York ’ s  Museum of  Modern  Art  in
2023 .
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QUEENS DON’T CRY
by Rosa  von  Praunhe im

Synops is
Ichgo la  Androgyn,  BeV StroganoV,  T ima the  D iv ine  and Ovo Mal t ine  are
four  headstrong drag queens  who met  in  West  Ber l in  in  the  m id-e ight ies  and
have been busy  fer t i l i s ing  the  cu l tura l  scene  in  both  Germany and the  res t
of  the  wor ld  ever  s ince .  D i rector  Rosa  von  Praunhe im has  been  for tunate
enough to  work  w i th  each  of  them repeated ly  in  var ious  f i lms .  They  a l l
share  the  fact  that  they  are  not  mere  performers  but  are  a l so  po l i t i ca l ly
act ive  – in  AIDS awareness ,  events  aga ins t  ant i -gay  v io lence,  the
prost i tu tes ’  movement ,  the  s t rugg le  aga ins t  the  extreme R ight  and rac i sm.
At  one  t ime,  they  even l ived  together  as  a  chosen  fami ly  on  a  houseboat  in
Ber l in ,  where  they  wou ld  of ten  put  the i r  heads  together  over  the i r  shows,
po l i t i ca l  act iv i t ies  and med ia  appearances .  They  f i r s t  performed at  Ber l in ’ s
gay centre  “SchwuZ”  and went  on  to  appear  a l l  over  Ber l in  and Germany .
Three  of  them are  HIV pos i t ive  wh ich  means  they  are  engaged in  a  constant
persona l  bat t le  for  surv iva l .  A  por t ra i t  of  four  w i l fu l ,  courageous  queens
that  captures  an  important  par t  of  Ber l in ’ s  cu l tura l  scene .  The i r  persona l
h i s tor ies  are  as  co lourfu l  as  a  sequ in-s tudded gown,  he ld  together  by  the
fabr ic  of  the i r  l ives  as  queens .  They  have met icu lous ly  co l lected  end less
numbers  of  photographs ,  te lev i s ion  c l ips ,  posters  and newspaper  ar t ic les .
The  four  spend the i r  l ives  work ing,  lov ing  and f ight ing  together ;  be l iev ing
in  themse lves  as  one  fami ly ,  t i l l  death  them do  part .  –  Rosa  von  Praunhe im,
2002



Stay tuned,  we' l l  be
in  touch again !  


