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SYNOPSIS
Does  farmer  Ly  have  dealings  with  the  Chinese,  who  have  re-
cently  been  tampering  with  the  infrastructure  of  the  village  of
Sitabaomba, not far from the Malagasy capital of Antananarivo,
director Nantenaina Lova asks as bluntly as mischievously. Ly de-
nies  it.  However,  it  becomes  increasingly  clear  in  the  course  of
“Where  Zebus  Speak  French”  that  the  various  development
measures, often introduced by foreign initiatives and fuelled by
corrupted politicians, also affect him.
Focussing  on  Sitabaomba,  Lova  shows  over  several  years  how
the  village  population  attempt  to  defend  their  farmland.  Their
fight is reminiscent of David against Goliath but doesn’t lead to
despondence.  Because  in  Madagascar,  a  very  unique  form  of
artistic, especially linguistic expression has always been cultivat-
ed which, at its best, allows people to maintain an inner indepen-
dence.  The  commentary  is  therefore  spoken  in  the  style  of
“Kabary.”  This  polite,  rhetorically  sophisticated  and  sometimes
mocking form…

CAST AND CREW
DIRECTOR Nantenaina Lova

France, Madagascar, Germany,
Burkina Faso 2023
103 min

ORIGINAL TITLE
SITABAOMBA

FORMAL CATEGORIES
Current Affairs, Sustainability,
Nature/Animals,
Ecology/Environment, Economy,
Politics, Social issues

ORIGINAL LANGUAGES
Malagasy, French

PREMIERE
Amsterdam, Netherlands (2023)

LINKS / REFERENCE
PRODUCTION
Endemika Films, Madagascar
contact@endemikafilms.com
https://endemikafilms.com
https://www.FB.com/endemika…
NiKo Film, Germany
info@nikofilm.de
http://www.nikofilm.de
Adala Films, France
https://adalafilms.com
Diam Production, Burkina Faso
contact@diamprod.org
https://diamprod.org
https://www.FB.com/diamprod…

mailto:contact@endemikafilms.com
https://endemikafilms.com
https://www.FB.com/endemikafilms
mailto:info@nikofilm.de
http://www.nikofilm.de
https://adalafilms.com
mailto:contact@diamprod.org
https://diamprod.org
https://www.FB.com/diamproductionbf
https://german-documentaries.de/films/where-zebus-speak-french/

