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SYNOPSIS
When  Iranian  singer  Shahin  Najafi  releases  a  satirical  rap  song
about  a  revered  imam,  outraged  hardline  clerics  issue  a  fatwa
calling for his death. Though temporarily sheltered by the same
German  journalist  who  once  gave  refuge  to  Salman  Rushdie,
Shahin refuses to spend a decade in hiding,
“I’m a musician,” he says. “I have to perform.”
As the exiled voice of Iran’s youth, he gets caught in an impossi-
ble  romance  with  Leili  Bazargan,  granddaughter  of  the  first
Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran appointed by Aya-
tollah Khomeini. With such family backgrounds, Shahin and Leili
become a modern day Romeo & Juliet, caught in the storm of in-
ternational terrorism, Europe’s refugee crisis and global anxiety
about the increasingly violent clash between art and religion.
“My  songs  didn’t  make  me  famous.  The  fatwa  did.”  When  God
Sleeps  unfolds  against  the  backdrop  of  the  2015  Paris  terrorist
attacks in the Bataclan concert venue and European right-wing
backlash…
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