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SYNOPSIS
Dresden in summer 2015: Patriotic Europeans against the Islami-
sation of the West – PEGIDA – march through the center of the
city  while  in  the  outskirts  thousands  of  refugees  move  into
makeshift  camps.  Banda  Communal,  a  brass  band  from  Dres-
den,  started  to  give  welcoming  concerts  there  and  to  welcome
refugee  musicians.  Banda  Communal  becomes  Banda  Interna-
tional.
The  documentary  follows  the  musicians  throughout  one  year  –
from being an integration project to a band celebrated through-
out Germany.
DOK LEIPZIG catalogue
Ever since Pegida sprang up there has been resistance – colour-
ful,  loud  and  sometimes  rhythmic.  The  rhythms  of  the  coun-
ter-protests were often set by the local protest brass band “Ban-
da Comunale”, who formed when the aim was to re-conquer the
streets of  Dresden,  Freital  or  Clausnitz.  But soon the musicians
were no longer satisfied with being always “against”. They eman-
cipated  themselves  from  the  manic  defenders  of  the  occident,
started to play more gigs in…
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