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SYNOPSIS
Mankind’s  greatest  buildings,  cultural  landscapes  and  areas  of
natural  beauty  must  be  preserved  for  the  future.  On  the  50th
anniversary of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention, we vis-
it four World Heritage Sites in Europe.
In 2022, UNESCO celebrates the 50th anniversary of its World
Heritage  Convention  –  the  idea  of  a  global  heritage  that  be-
longs  to  all  peoples  and  must  therefore  be  protected  by  the
world  community.  Its  mission  is  to  preserve  the  world’s  most
beautiful  and  valuable  buildings,  cultural  landscapes,  monu-
ments  and  areas  of  outstanding  natural  beauty  for  generations
to come. This agreement has been ratified by 197 states. The in-
ternational World Heritage Committee is responsible for decid-
ing what is of outstanding value to humanity. To be included on
the World Heritage List,  a site must be of exceptional universal
significance  and  of  irreplaceable  value.  Starting  out  as  a  short
list  of  twelve  'treasures'  from  seven  countries,  it  now  includes
over one thousand…
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