TRUTH DETECTIVES

by Anja Reiss

SYNOPSIS

Today, almost in real time, victims of war and crimes use mobile
devices to film and photograph their experiences. We show how
international investigators collect this evidence for criminal pros-
ecution.

All around the world, human rights activists, journalists and lawy-
ers collect evidence of human rights violations - with the help of
victims. Using mobile devices to film and photograph their expe-
riences, they become digital witnesses. Amateur videos of
bombs exploding, people being abused or even shot dead are
distributed almost in real time via social media. Digital investiga-
tors use various forensic methods, from internet tracking to
DNA analysis, to analyse and verify this deluge of images, sup-
porting them with other evidence and scientific expertise. Th-
ese criminological investigations have only one purpose: to
bring to justice those who violate human rights. We meet in-
vestigative teams who use these cutting-edge technologies to
document their research into the war in Ukraine,...
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