TONGO SAA - RISING UP AT NIGHT

by Nelson Makengo

SYNOPSIS

Kinshasa, the capital of 17 million people, is plunged into dark-
ness and insecurity, and its inhabitants are struggling to gain ac-
cess to light. In a relentless quest, Kudi mobilizes the people of
his neighborhood to buy a stolen cable in order to restore elec-
tricity in time for the end- of-year festivities. The committee

gathers a group of mostly women and goes door-to-door to pay
for the cable in the Kisenso neighborhood. At Christmas, Kudi
turns into Santa Claus. Flashes of light and hope animate the
streets of Kinshasa. At the same time, at Mount Mangengenge,
a holy place that overlooks the city, Pastor Gédéon preaches
the light of Christ as the path to life and truth. For his part, Davi-
do seeks shelter because his house has been flooded by the
Congo River. While observing the city, he sings, between dis-
couragement and resilience. With a community of young men,
he kills time by working out, dreaming of a better future. Tongo
Saa is a subtle portrait of a population that,...
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