TOGOLAND PROJECTIONS

by Jurgen Ellinghaus

SYNOPSIS

Shortly before the First World War, the German ‘Africa explorer’
and film director Hans Schomburgk embarked on an unprece-
dented film expedition to West Africa to shoot adventure and
documentary films in the exotic setting in the north of the then
German colony of Togo. To this day, his films remain virtually un-
known in Africa.

Guided by the report of the actress Meg Gehrts, we travel more
than a century later with a mobile cinema to original locations of
Schomburgk's film adventures. Together with Togolese viewers,
we question the film images regarding their historical back-
ground and the effects of colonialism. What do they reveal,
what do they conceal about Togoland, which at the time was
praised as the 'model colony' of the German Empire? And how
will we have to deal with colonial film footage in the future?
Original languages: Ife, French, Tem, Mina, Bassar, Kabiyé, Anu-
fo, Dagbani, sign language (ASL), Konkomba.

Available with German, English, French narration and Spanish,...

FESTIVALS

2023

66th International Leipzig Festival for Documentary and
Animated Film / Germany

65th Nordic Film Days Lubeck / Germany

2024

13th Luxor African Film Festival, Al-Uqgsur / Egypt:

Special Mention Diaspora Competition

17th MiradasDoc International Documentary Film Festival, Guia
de Isora / Spain

47th Grenzland Filmtage International Film Festival, Selb /
Germany

9th International Filmfest Bremen / Germany

37th Bolzano Film Festival Bozen / Italy

Germany, France, Togo 2023
96 min
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