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SYNOPSIS
The Ebers Papyrus, the world’s oldest medical manual,  takes us
back to ancient Egypt and to the turbulent times in the late 19th
century, when the Western world was obsessed with finding ori-
ental treasures.
The film tells of the discovery of the world’s oldest medical man-
ual.  Georg  Ebers,  a  German  Egyptologist,  came  upon  the
3,500-year-old work in Luxor in the late nineteenth century and
carried it back with him to Saxony in a spectacular manner. The
book  contains  more  than  800  formulas,  along  with  clinical  pic-
tures  and  texts  for  medical  education,  making  it  an  invaluable
find. For the first time, we can learn of how Egyptian healers con-
ceived of human life and health almost four thousand years ago.
This unique amalgam of empirical knowledge, religion and mag-
ic  was set  down on a papyrus scroll  almost  twenty metres long.
The documentary also sheds light on the outstanding historical
significance  of  papyrus  as  a  writing  material.  For  thousands  of
years, papyri recorded the…
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