
THE SONG OF THE SHIRT
by Kerstin Schroedinger

SYNOPSIS
In  one  long  continuous  travelling  shot,  The  Song  of  the  Shirt
tells  a  complex  story  of  industrialisation,  revisiting  motives  of
the Luddites movement,  and reflecting upon the role of cotton
within colonialism.
The  Song  of  the  Shirt  departs  from  the  play  Die  Maschinen-
stürmer (1922) by Ernst Toller, but relocates the Luddites scene
of  England  in  the  early  19th  century  along  with  the  remnants
and ruins of the cotton industry, in post-2011 Egypt and post-in-
dustrial  Poland.  Concerned  with  the  actualisation  of  a  criticism
of technology the film is re-reading the Luddites movement for
a  contemporary  body  of  the  worker  that  is  always  already  in-
formed by the histories of technological progress. Filmed in one
continuous  shot,  the  movements  of  a  seamstress,  a  projection-
ist, the screen maker, and the film crew as the choir seek to find
ways  to  intervene  in  the  cyclic  structure,  possible  disruptions,
torn  between  the  historical  continuity  and  an  urge  to  deviate
the progressive form. Slow down,…
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