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SYNOPSIS

Indonesia is the second largest seaweed producer in the world.
But pollution and climate change are making life difficult for
family businesses. Since the start of the pandemic, however, sea-
weed farming has experienced an unexpected revival.
Indonesia is the second largest producer of seaweed in the
world. But farming is becoming increasingly difficult thanks to
climate change and other human influences. Many traditional
family businesses fear for their livelihoods. Nevertheless, the
seaweed farming sector has experienced something of a revival
since the start of the Covid pandemic. With fewer tourists visit-
ing the country, islanders are rediscovering the miracle plant. In
2019, 66-year-old Wayan Lugra invested in a third car for his
chauffeur service on Nusa Penida but had to sell again because
of the lack of tourists. He has been forced to farm algae - like he
used to before the pandemic. 54-year-old Nyomon Chandra, on
the other hand, has been a seaweed farmer all his life, ...
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