THE POPE IS NOT A JEANSBOY

by Sobo Swobodnik

SYNOPSIS

Frucade or advocaat?, was heavyweight Hermes Phettberg’s rit-

ual opening question in the "Nette Leit" cult show which was
broadcast daily on Austrian television in the 1990s, when they
still dared to let loose on humanity an openly gay sadomasochis-
tic provocateur. Today Phettberg is Austria’s most prominent
welfare recipient and constantly in and out of hospitals with an
impressive list of strokes, bladder weakness and a heart attack.
He shuffles ponderously, humpbacked and 100 kilos lighter
through his messy flat. His body may be nothing but a "funeral
pyre" and he has trouble speaking, but his brain still works rapid-
ly. The rhythm of his speech, starting over again and again and
full of delays, now evokes Thomas Bernhard’s hallowed diction.
Sobo Swobodnik observes Phettberg in the drab lowlands of his
everyday life, a man whose body has ceased to obey him. The
lonely hours belong to his diary, which he puts online every day.
The former "total work of art" mutates into a...
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