THE HOUSEMAID

by Anna Hoffmann

SYNOPSIS

"l don't want to stayhere any more!" says Martina to her mother

via webcam in an internet café near Lake Constance. Mean-
while, her mother in Slovakia tries to calm down her daughter.
After all, they need the money. Martina is working as a home
help and carer to an elderly couple. Lore, the mistress of the
house, is in a wheelchair. She has difficulty getting around.
Otherwise, she's full of energy and keeps a tight rein on the
household. Her husband, Max, can no longer speak but ob-
serves everything that goes on around his bed. Theirs is a tiny
world, over which Lore holds sway. The fact that their idyll has
now been penetrated by a young Slovakian woman who is going
to spend the Summer looking after Max and Lore is a bitter pill
for Lore to swallow. The German language alone poses count-
less problems. Lore insists on giving Martina step-by-step in-
structions on how to make Swabian noodles, but Martina isn't
used to being observed while she works. Lore wants to live, with
the aid of...
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