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SYNOPSIS
"There once was a man.
This man came into the European war.
Germany captured this man.
He wishes to return to India.
If God has mercy, he will make peace soon.
This man will go away from here."
Mall  Singh's  crackling  words  are  heard  as  he  spoke  into  the
phonographic funnel on 11th December 1916 in the city of Wüns-
dorf, near Berlin.
90 years  later,  Mall  Singh is  a  number on an old Shellac  record
in  an  archive  -  one  amongst  hundreds  of  voices  of  colonial
soldiers of the First World War.
The  recordings  were  produced  as  the  result  of  an  unique  al-
liance between the military, the scientific community and the en-
tertainment industry. In his experimental search "The Halfmoon
Files",  Philip  Scheffner follows the traces of  these voices to the
origin  of  their  recording.  Like  a  memory  game  -  which  remains
incomplete  right  until  the  end  -  he  uncovers  pictures  and
sounds  that  revive  the  ghosts  of  the  past.  His  protagonists'
words  intersect  along  the  concentric  spirals  the  story  follows.
Those who…

FESTIVALS
Tri Continental Film Festival India 2008
"Retours vers le futur" - Chateuroux Filmfestival 2008
Deutsches Filmfestival Israel 2008
Bangkok Experimental Film Festival (BEFF 5) 2008
Crossing Europe Filmfestival Linz 2008
Courtisane - short film, video and new media Festival Ghent
2008
Dokumentarfilmwoche Hamburg 2008
Vancouver International Film Festival 2008
57. Internationale Filmfestspiele Berlin 2007 | Forum
18. Festival International du Documentaire Marseille 2007
9th Osian's Cinefan Filmfestival Delhi (Indien) 2007
Perspektive - Internationales Filmfestival der Menschenrechte
2007
UNDERDOX - Festival für Dokument und Experiment2007
DocBsAs 2007, Buenos Aires, Argentina
International Independent Film Festival of Mar del Plata 2007,
Argentinien
"CINEMA VERITE" Iran International Documentary Film
Festival 2007
Sao Paulo International Film Festival 2007
doclisboa - Lisbon International Documentary Film Festival
2007
Tage des Ethnologischen Films 2007, München
Duisburger Filmwoche 2007
Kassel Documentary Film & Videofestival 2007
IDFA International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam
2007
7th Karachi International Film Festival (Pakistan) 2007
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DIRECTOR Philip Scheffner

2007
87 min

FORMAL CATEGORIES
History, War/Peace, Human
Rights
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