THE FOREST MAKER

by Volker Schlondorff

SYNOPSIS

THE FOREST MAKER is the portrait of a remarkable man whose
life's work was honored with the so- called alternative Nobel,
the Right Livelihood Award in 2018. Tony Rinaudo has found a
way to grow trees in the most barren areas by activating the tree
stumps and roots still alive as an “underground forest” for de-
cades and thereby secures the livelihood of thousands of farm-
ers in Africa. His method “Farmer Managed Natural Regenera-
tion” (FMNR) restores not only soil but dignity and hope. The
Chief of all Farmers, as he is affectionately known today in many
villages, has had to fight an uphill battle to gain acceptance for
his ideas. Having worked in the Sahel region for 30 years he wit-
nessed despair and famine but also resilience, determination
and change. In THE FOREST MAKER Volker Schlondorff follows
Tony Rinaudo to different African countries to witness the effect
FMNR has had on fighting desertification and repeatedly en-
counters issues - migration, climate change, gender...
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