THE DISH

by Mohammed Rasoulof

SYNOPSIS

Satellite television is prohibited in Iran. Because of its immoral

content, the government argues, more likely because of the un-
censored news from all over the world it broadcasts. Every now
and again the police mount operations to dismantle satellite
dishes. Still the industry is booming. The roofs of Tehran and its
suburbs are full of dishes. Parabolic aerials are starting to ap-
pear even in the rural regions. A teacher is riding on his motorcy-
cle through the mountains to set up a dish for a nomadic tribe
and earn a little extra money. Satellite dishes are produced in a
cooking pan factory hidden behind great gates. A woman is wait-
ing for her husband to come home, in constant fear of his arrest,
because he too installs and repairs the forbidden aerials. Some
homes voluntarily block the stations that broadcast 'explicit’
films from the West. Others have the films delivered to their
homes on pirated DVDs in packs of ten. They are dubbed or sub-
titled in illegal studios. An elderly...
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