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SYNOPSIS
In 1961 Winfried Junge made a short portrait of children in their
first year of school WENN ICH ERST ZUR SCHULE GEH' in the
East German village of Golzow (Oderbruch), only a few days be-
fore  the  Berlin  Wall  was  built.  In  the  meantime  this  chronicle
has  grown  in  more  than  four  decades  into  20  films  between  13
and  284  minutes  in  length.  The  latest  work  AND  IF  THEY
HAVEN'T  PASSED  AWAY  portrays  five  of  THE  CHILDREN  OF
GOLZOW,  who  are  now  all  over  the  age  of  50:  Ilona,  electrical
engineer  and  later  youth  functionary  in  Frankfurt  (Oder);  Win-
fried, engineer for electronic equipment making, who for a while
was also commander of the industrial militia group in his factory;
Jürgen, the house painter and wallpaper hanger who is now a
transport and supply worker in Manschnow; Christian, agricultur-
al machine fitter who is meanwhile superintendent at the "Kredi-
tanstalt für Wiederaufbau in Berlin"; and finally Petra, who like
Winfried finished high school,  wanted to  become a  doctor,  but
move…
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DIRECTOR Winfried Junge, Barbara Junge · DOP Hans Dumke
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