THE BEST LOOKING BLACKNOSE SHEEP

by Antje Christ
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SYNOPSIS

We spend a year filming the Swiss Schnydrig family and their 50
Blacknose sheep: from the birth of the lambs and migration to
alpine pastures to the annual highlight: the Blacknose Beauty
Contest.

Fabienne and Kilian Schnydrig and their three children live
1400 metres high up in the village of Mund, in the Swiss canton
of Valais. For generations, people in this region have bred a spe-
cial type of sheep, the Valais Blacknose. The sheep have adapt-
ed to the rugged terrain of the Swiss Alps and lived in the area
for many centuries. In the past, the Blacknose was reared for its
meat and wool. Today, breeding is an ambitious hobby which
the people of Valais pursue with exceptional passion. Hence
their concern about the growing number of wolves in the re-
gion. Last year, over 300 sheep were killed. To protect their ani-
mals in the high mountain region, the Schnydrig family is erect-
ing kilometre-long fences again this year and hiring a shepherd
to stay on the alpine pasture all summer and...
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