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SYNOPSIS

This award-winning, stunningly beautiful documentary reveals
how the Chechen War has psychologically affected children in
Russia and in Chechnya. Divided into three episodes or ‘'rooms,’

the film is characterized by an elegantly paced, observational
style, which uses little dialog, minimal voice-over commentary
and a spare but evocative musical score.

Room No. 1, LONGING, set in a military academy in Kronstadt,
near St. Petersburg, portrays the highly regimented lives of the
young cadets, most of them from broken or dysfunctional fami-
lies, who are being trained for future roles in the Russian army.
While showing their military drills, classroom sessions, church
ceremonies, and recess period, the film briefly profiles several of
the boys, whose stories reflect the political turmoil of contempo-
rary Russia.

Room No. 2, BREATHING, filmed in Grozny, the capital of
Chechnya, the former Soviet republic fighting for its indepen-
dence, shows the widespread destruction wrought by the Rus-
sian...
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