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SYNOPSIS
Talking  Money  is  an  observational  documentary  shot  at  bank
consultation  tables  all  over  the  world.  Weaving  stories  from
eight  countries  into  one  global  money  conversation,  it  virtually
transforms the cinema into a bank. Purely experiential!
Who are we when we talk about money?
Intimate  conversations  in  an  impersonal  place:  from  Bolivia  to
Pakistan, Benin to Switzerland, men and women sit down across
from  their  neighborhood  bankers  to  discuss  the  intimacies  of
their financial lives. Far from the glamour of distant Wall Street,
this is the reality of personal banking, where one’s life problems
are a matter of business.
In  fifteen  spontaneously  recorded  encounters,  the  bank  table
turns into a stage for confessions and masquerades, where con-
sultants  and  clients  try  their  best  to  look  solid  and  trustworthy.
Filming  entirely  from  the  bank’s  side  of  the  table,  Sebastian
Winkels offers the audience a place in a bizarre power play, ex-
ploring a complicated relation called ’money’.
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Nonfiktionale: Winner Best Documentary and awarded by the
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CAST AND CREW
DIRECTOR Sebastian Winkels · PRODUCER Susann Schmik

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
A few years ago, I had to go to the bank several times in a row. It
became one of  the strangest  experiences in  my life.  Discussing
personal  matters  with  someone  I  hardly  know  felt  weirdly
wrong. I was expected to put my social and private being on the
table  and  to  translate  my  life  into  the  language  of  finance  and
numbers.
An awkward closeness overshadowed the conversation that was
held in a personal tone, yet all the while there wasn’t any trust at
play.  Our  opposite  agendas  were  just  too  obvious.  The  elusive
language  we  both  used,  pretending  to  understand  each  other,
was  like  one  big  blue  elephant  sitting  right  between  us.  After-
wards, out on the sidewalk, I felt so estranged from myself, as if I
had  been  somebody  else  just  a  moment  ago.  It  was  a  few  days
later  that  I  decided  to  dedicate  a  film  to  this  situation  and  the
bizarre  communication  it  entails.  So  I  brought  my  camera  into
this  impossible  place  to  do  a  social  recording  of  how  we  talk
about money.
In approaching…
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