STARTING ALL OVER AGAIN. NEW MUSIC IN POST-WAR GERMANY

by Bettina Ehrhardt

SYNOPSIS

In Post-war Germany of 1945, even music went back to square
one: New sounds were to make the Germans better people, ac-
cording to the plans of the Allies. With their support, musicians
went back to those sounds that had been forbidden by the
Nazis. Atonal and twelve-tone music was now on the concert
programs, including contemporary music hailing from the occu-
pying powers' countries. However, with the beginning of the
Cold War and the division of Europe into East and West, a
change sets in: Music, too, became a weapon in the struggle of
the systems.
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