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SYNOPSIS
The steel industry has a huge impact on people and the environ-
ment worldwide. Iron ore mines and steelworks pollute land and
air, while some former industrial areas are being transformed in-
to landscape parks.
Carajas  in  Brazil,  Duisburg  in  Germany  and  Taranto  in  Italy  –
three places that couldn’t be more different yet have one thing
in common: the steel industry. Each location represents a differ-
ent phase in the struggle against what are in many cases all-pow-
erful  steel  companies.  In  Brazil,  our  protagonists’  fight  is  still  in
its  infancy  as  they  vie  with  a  gigantic  adversary.  Expropriation,
deforestation and pollution are just some of the problems faced
by  farmers  in  Carajas.  And  while  the  steelworks  in  Germany’s
Ruhr region have long since shut down and made way for lands-
cape parks, in Taranto protests against the local steel mill  – Eu-
rope’s biggest – have been raging for twenty years and yet local
residents still suffer from a high mortality rate caused by dioxin…
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
“The idea of a documentary film for me always arise from a meet-
ing, a personal story, first listened to and observed, then narrat-
ed in an intimate way, remaining as close as possible to the pro-
tagonist,  participating  with  an  open  heart  to  his  concerns,  his
dreams  and  his  hopes,  in  short,  looking  at  the  world  with  his
eyes.
The biggest challenge in “Spirits I’ve called” for me was to find a
film language and a narration capable of combining three perso-
nal stories, with the global story of the steel industry and its dis-
tortions.  Therefore,  on  the  one  hand,  to  describe  the  reckless
and  violent  exploitation  of  resources  and  the  sinister  indiffer-
ence  for  the  pain  of  others,  in  the  name  of  profit.  But  also  to
combine  it  with  the  most  human  of  the  stories,  the  real  life  of
three people united by a chance: living in key places for the in-
terests of large world steel groups.
The  result  was  a  story  far  from  the  chronicle  of  facts,  numbers
and statistics, in which the gaze of Grazia,…
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