SPACE SAILORS

by Marian Kiss

SYNOPSIS

They were heroes of a special kind. They came from the steppes,
the sons of farmers, of factory floor women. Salt-of-the-earth,
strapping young men, model husbands, who believed in commu-
nism with all their hearts. Bright futures lay ahead of them. In
the name of the Intercosmos Programme they were about to
conquer space. One perfect specimen of manhood from every
communist nation. First the Czechoslovakian, followed by a
Pole, an East-German, a Bulgarian, a Hungarian, a Vietnamese,
a Rumanian, a Cuban, a Mongolian, and an Afghan cosmonaut.
The second they touched down, they were treated like pop stars
and worshipped as heroes. And today? What do the heroes of
socialism do without socialism?
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