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SYNOPSIS
After  WWII,  the  Polish  People's  Republic  was  initially  a  model
pupil  of the Soviet Union. With a growing shortage of food and
other  supplies,  however,  protests  started.  In  the  summer  of
1980,  emboldened  by  the  visit  of  the  first  Polish  pope,  John
Paul  II,  the  workers  of  the  Lenin  Shipyard  in  Gdansk  called  a
strike and founded the first independent trade union behind the
Iron  Curtain:  Solidarność  (Solidarity)  –  it  was  to  change  Poland
and  Europe  forever.  The  film's  perspective  is  very  much  that  of
the workers, who were supported by the Catholic church and op-
positional intellectuals.
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