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SYNOPSIS
German-American  filmmaker  Elsa  Rassbach  had  extraordinary
access to people in Gaza shortly after the 2012 ceasefire with Is-
rael. Majed showed her the damages in Jabalya Refugee Camp,
where  he  grew  up,  and  introduced  her  to  his  friends,  relatives,
and neighbors.  Each had a different way of coping. "We are liv-
ing outside of history," said one. Majed told of his hope to some-
day  return  to  his  family's  native  village,  to  live  there  in  peace
and  equality  with  Jews.  The  filmmaker  was  not  only  observer;
she  was  also  observed.  In  a  marketplace,  Palestinian  men  sur-
rounded her, demanding to know how she, a US citizen, had the
nerve to come film them – the Israeli attacks were after all made
possible  by  weapons  supplied  by  the  US.  The  summer  of  2014
brings  even  more  destruction  and  killing  in  Gaza,  and  the  film-
maker encounters Majed again – this time in the streets of Ber-
lin.  The  people  she  met  in  Jabalya  have  been  evacuated,  he
says. He seems changed.
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