SAINT PAULI'SSTRONG WOMEN

by Rasmus Gerlach

SYNOPSIS

St. Pauli's special flair has attracted many interestingwomen
who substantially help in shaping their red-light district as bar-
keepers, musicians or even nuns.

Rasmus Gerlach met a surprising range of wonderfulwomen for
his unusual portrait of St. Pauli, ranging from the burlesque per-
former Eve Champagne over the legendary barkeeper llle from
the bar Kiez Klause, her young counterpart Betty Kupsa, “Bar-
maid of the Year 2016”, to Franca Cueno, proprietor of the leg-
endary ltalian restaurant which had been founded in the Davids-
traBe in 1905.

They and many others are whole-heartedly rooting for their
Reeperbahn and they share a loving and serene attitude to the
colourful goings-on around them. Take, for example, the Live-
birds musicians, who came to Hamburg

in the 60s and never left again, even though bass player Mary
Dostal initially wanted to become a nun. Together with Ber-
nadette La Hengst, they now provide the film’s soundtrack. And
naturally, there’s a real nun as well.
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