REFUGEE CONVERSATIONS - BERT BRECHT

by Hedwig Schmutte

SYNOPSIS

Anyone can lose his/her home. At any time, and anywhere in the
world. Anyone can be displaced and forced to find refuge in a
foreign land. For millions of people, this means the only way to
survive.

More than eighty years ago, hundreds of thousands of people
were forced to flee Germany at the risk of their lives. The Ger-
man poet and theater-maker Bertolt Brecht was one of them.
His flight from Hitler drove him once around the globe. What fol-
lowed was the interruption of an all-promising career and an ev-
er new confrontation with foreign languages and countries in
which the stateless refugee was unwanted.

Brecht describes the special existence of exile and his personal
thoughts in his unbeatably humorous way in the "Refugee Con-
versations" - a key autobiographical work, written in what was
probably the deepest crisis of his exile.

In the winter of 1941, Brecht had been on the run for eight years
- and another seven years were to follow.
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