
QUEENS DON’T CRY
by Rosa von Praunheim

SYNOPSIS
Ichgola  Androgyn,  BeV  StroganoV,  Tima  the  Divine  and  Ovo
Maltine are four headstrong drag queens who met in West Ber-
lin in the mid-eighties and have been busy fertilising the cultur-
al  scene  in  both  Germany  and  the  rest  of  the  world  ever  since.
Director  Rosa  von  Praunheim  has  been  fortunate  enough  to
work  with  each  of  them  repeatedly  in  various  films.  They  all
share the fact that they are not mere performers but are also po-
litically  active – in AIDS awareness,  events against  anti-gay vio-
lence,  the  prostitutes’  movement,  the  struggle  against  the  ex-
treme  Right  and  racism.  At  one  time,  they  even  lived  together
as  a  chosen  family  on  a  houseboat  in  Berlin,  where  they  would
often put their heads together over their shows, political activi-
ties and media appearances. They first performed at Berlin’s gay
centre “SchwuZ” and went on to appear all over Berlin and Ger-
many. Three of them are HIV positive which means they are en-
gaged  in  a  constant  personal  battle  for  survival.  A  portrait  of
four…
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