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SYNOPSIS
“At  the  very  beginning  it  was  almost  100  %  German,  aber  jetz
ham wir schon viel Ausländer [english: but meanwhile we have a
lot  of  foreigners  here],“  tells  Diane  Moltz  from  New  Braunfels,
TX. The small town was founded 150 years ago by German immi-
grants, just like many other cities in central Texas. The documen-
tary “Pretzels, Polka and The Pursuit Of Happiness“ takes a Ger-
man  journey  through  Texas.  The  film  presents  modern  Ameri-
cans  of  German  descent.  Four  pairs  of  protagonists  introduce
us  to  an  environment  that  seems  stunningly  German.  In  the
Lone  Star  State,  tacos,  chips,  and  barbecue  exist  alongside
sweet  pretzels  and  stollen.  People  sing  German  songs,  cele-
brate  Octoberfests,  and  wear  Dirndls  and  Lederhosn.  Cowboys
with German surnames use wild  game to make traditional  Ger-
man  sausage.  Some  represent  a  generation  of  Texans  who
spoke German as a first language and proudly maintain the lan-
guage and traditions, even as they remain staunch American pa-
triots. The film…
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