POLLUTING PARADISE

by Fatih Akin

SYNOPSIS

The mild moist breeze sweeping in from the Black Sea feeds the

evergreen, precipitous land that its inhabitants have trans-
formed into a garden: A carpet of lush green, round tea bushes
stretching out between pines and rhododendrons; the liveli-
hood of the 1700 inhabitants of Camburnu. For generations the
village in the northeast of Turkey has lived on tea cultivation on
the slopes and fishing in the sea. But this peace has been threat-
ened since the government decided to build the largest
garbage dump of the eastern Black Sea region in an area locat-
ed above the village. “Our village is being sacrificed,” says the
mayor. He fears that soon no one will want to buy any more tea
or fish from Camburnu, because the garbage dump above the
village will poison the ground water and pipes will flush the
waste into the sea. The government in Ankara is famous for its
fast and effective solutions.

But at what price? The village's lawyers are fighting in the
courts, because the construction of...
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