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SYNOPSIS
A  star  dancer  at  the  Cambodian  royal  court  lovingly  raises  her
husband's  little  brother  as  her  own  son.  Decades  later,  as  a
forced labourer under the Khmer Rouge, she discovers that her
foster son is Pol Pot.
Chea Samy was an outstanding soloist in the royal dance ensem-
ble at the Cambodian Royal Palace in the 1930s. But she was al-
so Pol Pot’s foster mother.  After marrying Pol’s older brother,  a
low-level official at the royal court, she looked after the boy as if
he  were  her  own.  They  lost  contact  when  he  disappeared  into
the  underground  after  his  graduation.  In  1975,  like  millions  of
other  Cambodians,  she  was  driven  to  the  rice  fields.  Only  after
three  years  of  forced  labour  did  she  learn  that  Pol  Pot  was  the
boy she had raised decades before. As one of only few dancers,
she managed to survive his  reign and returned to Phnom Penh
as a dance teacher, thus preserving knowledge of the traditional
dance. One of her first pupils was Sophiline Cheam, now a suc-
cessful choreographer….
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