POISONED FIELDS - GLYPHOSATE, AN UNDERRATED RISK?

by Volker Barth

SYNOPSIS

Glyphosate is the world’s most widely used weed killer. Some
claim it is completely harmless, others say it is a serious health
hazard for man and animals. A topical investigation into a contro-
versial substance.Glyphosate is the world’s best-selling herbi-
cide. Most glyphosate products are used in agriculture, because
they are a simple and cost-effective way of controlling weeds
that can otherwise persist for years. Some claim it is completely
harmless, while others say it is a serious health hazard for man
and animals. Large-scale studies of the herbicide have only
been carried out by the industry itself. Such studies would be far
too expensive for individual authorities. But glyphosate so far
only has a limited licence in Europe, and this year, the Federal
Institute for Risk Assessment in Germany is responsible for ex-
tending it. Now, the WHO has suddenly announced it is calling
for an all-out ban on glyphosate, right in the middle of the deci-
sion-making procedure. A WHO cancer...
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