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SYNOPSIS
Oil has inspired artists around the world to produce spectacular
and  controversial  works  of  art.  On  a  journey  through  cultural
and  contemporary  history,  the  documentary  looks  at  the
petroleum age as reflected in art.
No  other  substance  has  defined  the  20th  and  early  21st  cen-
turies  as  profoundly  as  petroleum.  The  petroleum  age  is  now
drawing to an end and we are finally  beginning to comprehend
just  how  dependent  modern  society  has  become  on  this  subs-
tance. Oil has become a black reflection of the last 150 years in
the  history  of  mankind.  On  a  journey  through  our  cultural  and
contemporary  past,  back  to  the  age  of  oil,  this  documentary
looks  at  how  profoundly  our  lives  are  permeated  by  the  cycles
of  oil.  In  encounters  with  artists  such  as  Ana  Alenso  (Venezue-
la),  Rena  Effendi  (Azerbaijan),  Michael  Hirschbichler  (Austria),
Albert Scopin (Germany), Monika Grzymala (Germany) and Ro-
muald  Hazoumè  (Benin),  and  works  of  art  by  Gerhard  Richter
(Germany), Sebastião Salgado (Brazil), William…

CAST AND CREW
DIRECTOR Mathias Frick · SOUND Michael Schmidt, Kerstin
Pommerenke · EDITOR Christian R. Timmann · DOP Christopher
Dürkop, Anne Misselwitz

Germany, Austria 2022
52 min

ORIGINAL TITLE
PETRO-MELANCHOLIE – DAS
ERDÖLZEITALTER IM SPIEGEL
DER KUNST

FORMAL CATEGORIES
Current Affairs, Arts/Culture

ORIGINAL LANGUAGES
German, English

PREMIERE
Germany (2022)

WORLD SALES
NEW DOCS
Dasselstr. 75-77
50674 Köln
Germany
sales@newdocs.de
http://www.newdocs.de

PRODUCTION COMPANY
VIVE LA DOK Filmproduktion
UG
Isländische Strasse 8
10439 Berlin
Germany
office@viveladok.de
https://viveladok.de

COPRODUCTION COMPANY
NAVIGATOR FILM Produktion
KG
Schottenfeldgasse 14
1070 Wien
Austria
info@navigatorfilm.com
http://www.navigatorfilm.com/

LINKS / REFERENCE

TRAILER
https://vimeo.com/668221581
PRESSE
https://www.matthes-seitz-b…
https://programm.ard.de/TV/…

https://german-documentaries.de/companies/new-docs/
mailto:sales@newdocs.de
http://www.newdocs.de
https://german-documentaries.de/companies/vive-la-dok-filmproduktion-ug/
https://german-documentaries.de/companies/vive-la-dok-filmproduktion-ug/
mailto:office@viveladok.de
https://viveladok.de
https://german-documentaries.de/companies/navigator-film-produktion-kg/
https://german-documentaries.de/companies/navigator-film-produktion-kg/
mailto:info@navigatorfilm.com
http://www.navigatorfilm.com/
https://vimeo.com/668221581
https://www.matthes-seitz-berlin.de/termin/ausstrahlung-der-dokumentation-petro-melancholie.-das-erdoelzeitalter-im-spiegel-der-kunst-von-alexander-klose-benjamin-steininger-und-mathias-frick.html
https://programm.ard.de/TV/Programm/Starguide/?sendung=287244000695026
https://german-documentaries.de/films/petromelancholy-the-oil-age-in-the-mirror-of-art/

