
OVERGAMES
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SYNOPSIS
What’s the connection between talk show host Joachim Fuchs-
berger  and  American  psychiatry?  To  what  extent  do  television
shows  mirror  our  instincts  and  behavioural  patterns?  What  do
games reveal about the mechanisms of capitalism? Lutz Damm-
beck, artist and filmmaker, already proved his affinity with unusu-
al  logical  combinations and conspiracy theories in earlier  works
- while at the same time displaying a dogged willingness to fol-
low Ariadne’s thread to the end in order to make the real inter-
ests, motives and structures visible.
Dammbeck  learns  while  channel-hopping  that  the  early  1960s
German show 'Now Don’t Be Nervous' was an adaptation of the
American  show  'Beat  the  Clock'  –  which  in  turn  was  based  on
games  used  in  psychiatric  therapy.  This  is  the  starting  point  for
an  intellectual  journey  of  exploration  into  Germany’s  condition
after  the  Second  World  War.  The  director  highlights  little-
-known aspects of the re-education programme, post-traumatic
disorders and…
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