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SYNOPSIS
Talal Derki’s new documentary tells the story the young genera-
tion in Syria and asks about the future of children, who grew up
in the war.
If you want to tame your nightmares, you need to capture them
first.  That’s  what  Syrian  documentary  filmmaker  Talal  Derki
learned  from  his  father.  As  in  his  previous  film  RETURN  TO
HOMS, he returns to his homeland and becomes part of life in a
war  zone.  For  more  than  two  years  he  lives  with  the  family  of
Abu  Osama,  an  Al-Nusra  fighter  in  a  small  village  in  northern
Syria, focusing his camera mainly on the children. From a young
age, the boys are trained to follow in their father’s footsteps and
become soldiers of God. The horrors of war and the intimacy of
family life are never far from one another. At the nearby battle-
front  Abu  Osama  fights  against  the  enemy,  while  at  home  he
cuddles  with  the  boys  and  dreams  of  the  caliphate.  Talal  Derki
sets  out  to  capture  the  moment  when  the  children  have  to  let
go of their youth and are finally turned…
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Documentary Film Festival 2018
Best Director @ One World Prague 2018
Main Prize @ 20th Ljubljana Doc Film Festival 2018
The Special 10th Anniversary Prize @ Millenium International
Documentary Film Festival Brussels 2018
Special Jury Award @ Full Frame Film Festival 2018
Center for Documentary Studies Filmmaker Award@ Full Frame
Film Festival 2018
Best Film Award presented by Amnesty International @ The
International Slovenia Documentary Film Festival 2018
Opening Night Ceremony Film @ Festival Visions du Reel 2018
Special Mention @ Cinepolitica Film Festival 2018
Special Mention from the International Jury @
DocumentaMadrid 2018
Best International Feature @ Doc Edge Festival 2018
Grand Prize @ Pärnu International Documentary and
Anthropology Film Festival 2018
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Moscow International Film Festival
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DocEdge
DocumentaMadrid
Helsinki IFF
Sarajevo FF
El Gouna Film Festival
Deutscher Dokumentarfilmpreis 2018 @ SWR Doku Festival
Fritz-Gerlich-Filmpreis @ Filmfest München 2018
Best Film in the section The Journey @ Sole Luna Doc Film
Festival 2018
Big Golden Nanook - Grand Prix for the Best Film of the
Festival @ IDFF Flahertiana 2018
The Best Doc Film @ Batumi Int. Art House Film Festival 2018
Youth Award @ Festival International des Cinémas d'Asie de
Vesoul
AJB Main Award @ Al Jazeera Balkans Documentary Film
Festival 2018
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ANHAR Award for Best Arab Film @ Karama FF 2018
WATCH DOCS Award for best feature-length documentary @
WATCH DOCS Human Rights in Film Festival 2018
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Sebastian Elias · EDITOR Anne Fabini · DOP Kahtan Hassoun ·
SOUND DESIGN Sebastian Tesch

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
As an activist against the Assad regime, I followed my friends in
Homs  with  the  camera  since  the  beginning  of  the  demonstra-
tions  in  spring  2011.  I  always  wanted  to  experience  and  docu-
ment  my  country’s  quest  for  freedom  -  a  freedom  that  allows
the  coexistence  of  all  ethnic  groups  and  religions  in  Syria  and
would  allow  me  and  my  family  to  return  to  my  home  country.  I
was full of hope and euphoria first, then greatly disappointed by
the growing confrontations between the radical  groups.  Today,
the  situation  in  my  country  is  more  broken  than  ever  and  my
dream is fading away.
After  my  film  RETURN  TO  HOMS,  which  was  about  the  young
rebel  Basit  Sarout  and  his  comrades,  I  wanted  to  go  deeper.  I
wanted  to  penetrate  the  psychology  and  the  emotions  of  this
war,  understand  what  made  people  radicalize  and  what  drives
them to live under the strict rules of an Islamic state. In the me-
dia, war is often portrayed as a chess game and Islam is labeled
as evil. If we see the images of war, we get the…
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