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SYNOPSIS
A  film  on  the  effects  European  refugee  policies  have  on  four
refugees of the conflict in Chechnya and their families: "As- Sala-
mu Alaykum, Europe" is how the diary of the journalist,  Ali  (39),
begins as he waits in Poland for a decision to be made on his asy-
lum  request.  In  his  smoke-filled  room  at  the  refugee  home  he
has  more  than  enough  time  to  record  his  observations  and
thoughts  on  both  Europe  and  his  own  crisis  of  identity  in  exile.
Wacha  (50)  has  been  granted  asylum  as  a  political  activist  in
Austria, but his son is being persecuted in Russia. He tries every-
thing in  his  power  to  get  him to  Europe.  Tamara (55)  lives  with
her husband and daughter in Vienna.  Her handicapped daugh-
ter  needs urgent medical  attention,  but the family  is  facing the
threat of deportation. Ruslan (33) is stuck in the Ukraine. He has
neither  residence  permit  nor  money.  He  hopes  to  be  able  to
take  his  family  to  Western  Europe  soon.  While  keeping  close
contact to the protagonists, the author documents their…
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