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SYNOPSIS
Leyla and her six-year-old daughter Nila are inseparable. But Ni-
la  is  the  product  of  a  so  called  “temporary  marriage”,  which
leaves  her  legal  status  unclarified  and  prevents  her  from  going
to school. Leyla relentlessly fights for her daughter’s custody
Leyla  and  her  six-year-old  daughter  Nila  live  in  the  holy  city  of
Mashhad,  Iran.  Nila  is  the  product  of  a  temporary  marriage,
which  allows  a  man  to  be  married  to  a  woman  for  a  pre-deter-
mined  and  limited  time,  even  if  he  is  already  married.  Children
born out of these relationships do not legally exist. Unless the fa-
ther acknowledges their existence, a birth certificate cannot be
issued,  and  without  a  birth  certificate  the  child  cannot  attend
school.  However,  if  the  birth  certificate  shows  the  name  of  the
father,  the father has the right to claim custody of  the child af-
ter  it  turns  seven.  Nila’s  father  has  never  shown  any  interest  in
his daughter but he threatens to take her away from Leyla.  The
documentary film chronicles…
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