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SYNOPSIS
For some people death represents the ultimate end of  live and
for others the transition into a new form of existence. The perso-
nal perception of death might be religiously motivated, howev-
er,  its  cultural  interpretation is  an integral  part  of  today’s  Mexi-
can  society.  The  „day  of  the  death“  is  in  Europe  celebrated  as
day in memory for the deceased once. In contemporary Mexico,
the „Dias de la Muerte“, which are celebrated on the first and se-
cond of November each year, are not just a memorial day, as it is
in Europe. A lot of families actually expect that the souls of the
deceased once return to their graveyard. Therefore,  most fami-
lies create a little party for them. In Mexico a variety of customs,
traditions  and  beliefs  mix  with  the  concepts  of  the  dominant
Catholic Church. The documentary film entitled „Night of the re-
turning souls“  focuses on the „Dias  del  Muerte“  and its  cultural
interpretations.  The  film  illustrates  the  perception  of  the  death
by a variety…
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