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SYNOPSIS
In  big  screen  images,  intimate  observations  and  dramatic  sto-
ries, the film portrays New York’s transformation during the first
12 months of the pandemic.
Spring  2020.  New  York  has  fallen  silent.  Frighteningly  silent.
The coronavirus has brought this buzzing, vibrant city to a stand-
still. The streets are empty, the “New York on Pause” rules are in
force  throughout  the  city.  This  film  starts  in  the  first  days  and
weeks of the pandemic. Using big screen images, intimate obser-
vations, associative, poetic montages and dramatic personal sto-
ries,  the  film  portrays  the  transformation  of  the  city  and  its
unique residents. Over a period of twelve months, we follow the
fates  of  an  undertaker,  a  restaurant  owner,  a  music  teacher,  an
aspiring politician, a hairdresser and many others. In Chinese as-
trology, the Year of the Rat symbolises potential drama that can
only be overcome with determination, wisdom and energy. With
its population of nine million, this metropolis is the coronavirus…
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