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SYNOPSIS
NATIONAL BIRD follows the dramatic journey of three whistle-
blowers who are determined to break the silence around one of
the most controversial current affairs issues of our time: the se-
cret U.S. drone war. At the center of the film are three U.S. mili-
tary veterans. Plagued by guilt over participating in the killing of
faceless  people  in  foreign  countries,  they  decide  to  speak  out
publicly, despite the possible consequences.
Their  stories  take  dramatic  turns,  leading  one  of  the  protagon-
ists  to  Afghanistan  where  she  learns  about  a  horrendous  inci-
dent.  But  her  journey  also  gives  hope  for  peace  and  redemp-
tion. NATIONAL BIRD gives rare insight into the U.S. drone pro-
gram  through  the  eyes  of  veterans  and  survivors,  connecting
their  stories  as  never  seen  before  in  a  documentary.  Its  images
haunt the audience and bring a faraway issue close to home.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
It  was  Ramadan  and  we  were  still  six  hours  away  from  sunset
when we could have our  first  sip  of  water.  That  day,  it  was  over
one hundred degrees and no one except  a  little  boy in  front  of
me had anything to drink.  But in this very moment,  thirst didn’t
cross my mind. My thoughts and my vision had honed in on the
two people in front of me: a father and his son,  both dressed in
light  blue  traditional  Afghan  garb.  With  a  calm  voice  the  man
quietly recounted the most disturbing experience of his life. His
son, not a year over ten, was cuddled up close, tenderly holding
his father’s hand.
Over  the  three  days  we  filmed  the  family,  the  boy  was  never
more than a few steps away from his beloved father. The Taliban
had  attacked  the  Afghan  parliament  with  a  car  bomb,  only
blocks away from us. Maybe he was still feeling the impact from
the loud blast that shook all of us up the previous day. But some-
thing tugged at me, suggesting otherwise.
We were sitting in a shady waiting room with…
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