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SYNOPSIS
The popular  national  sport  of  Muay Thai  is  still  a  male  preserve
in Thailand, but more and more young girls and women are aspir-
ing  to  a  professional  career  in  the  ring  and  calling  for  social
change.
Muay Thai is  also known as the martial  art  of warriors and kings
and  is  considered  one  of  the  oldest,  most  traditionally  rich
sports  in  the  world.  It  is  especially  popular  in  Thailand  where
prime-time  TV  broadcasts  and  widespread  sports  betting  turn
the most successful fighters into stars and gods of Thai society.
Although active fighting is  still  a  male preserve and women are
not allowed to appear in the country's big stadiums, the walls of
this male stronghold are beginning to crumble.  More and more
young  girls  and  women  are  training  in  gyms  throughout  the
country  and  aspire  to  professional  careers  in  the  ring.  We  ex-
plore the special relationship Thai people have to their national
sport,  we  watch  young  boxing  enthusiasts  pursue  their  dream,
and we provide some insights into the world…
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