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SYNOPSIS
The opening of the first newly-built mosque in the new Federal
Lands  by  the  Ahmadiyya  Muslim  community  in  Berlin-Pankow
had  been  preceded  by  protests,  demonstrations  and  embit-
tered disputes.  Almost ten years later,  after  Isis  terror,  “refugee
crisis”, Pegida and right-wing election triumphs, the clash of cul-
tures seems to have reached its climax – and the community are
planning  new  buildings  in  Leipzig  and  Erfurt,  which  calls  forth
the inevitable citizens’ groups …
Based on minutes of conversations that took place in 2006, al-
ready  adapted  by  Kolja  Mensing  and  Robert  Thalheim  for  their
eponymous play which premiered in 2010, Michał Honnens and
Mina Salehpour condense the conflict through editing. The au-
thors  have  created  fictitious  personae  based  on  the  original
texts, their characteristics and presentation clearly exaggerated
and  distorted  almost  to  caricatures.  The  characters:  the  Imam
flown  in  from  Pakistan,  the  politically  super-correct  new  Berlin
resident from the…
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