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SYNOPSIS
The monobloc plastic chair is the best-selling piece of furniture
that  ever  existed,  known on every continent,  across all  national
borders and social  boundaries.  Estimates claim that there are a
billion units of this chair worldwide. At the very least.
A  feature-length  documentary,  MONOBLOC  tells  the  story  of
how  this  unsightly  plastic  chair  took  the  world  by  storm.  How
this  chair  destroys  livelihoods  and  brings  affluence.  How  it
threatens our environment and ‘good taste’. Yet also about how
the  monobloc  chair  makes  disabled  people  happy  and  the
many,  many  millions  to  whom  a  chair  is  a  chair  and  nothing
more.
MONOBLOC  is  structured  into  7  episodes,  filmed  on  5  conti-
nents. Each of these episodes tells a self-contained story involv-
ing different themes, inter alia beauty and design, economic rise
and  competition,  globalisation  and  efficiency,  ideas  and  ideals.
To  accomplish  this  the  film  accompanies  protagonists,  both
men  and  women,  whose  lives  are  closely  linked  to  the
monobloc….

FESTIVALS
2021
36 DOK.fest Munich
38 Kassel DOKFEST
2022
nominated German Documentary Award
Film Fest Schleswig-Holstein, Kiel

CAST AND CREW
DIRECTOR Hauke Wendler · PRODUCER Carsten Rau, Hauke
Wendler · SCORE Taco van Hettinga · SOUND Patrick Benze,
Julian Kraetzig · EDITOR Sigrid Sveistrup · DOP Boris Mahlau

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
A photo from a newspaper marked the beginning of this project.
It  was the summer of 2011:  rows upon rows of plastic chairs in a
desert landscape, in the warm light of the dawning sun. Impres-
sions of the founding of the Republic of South Sudan. For me, it
was the first  time I  was struck with such a conscious awareness
of  the  monobloc,  which  immediately  prompted  a  question:
What  in  the  world  gave  birth  to  this  ugly  pile  of  plastic  –  and
why?
Other  films  took  priority,  among  them  3  feature-length  docu-
mentaries,  because  their  topics  were  more  current  or  produc-
tion queries came in from TV broadcasters. But – taking this plas-
tic  chair  as  a  basis  –  the  idea  of  making  a  documentary  whose
form  is  quite  original  and  highly  entertaining  at  the  same  time
never let go of its hold on me again.
MONOBLOC  is  the  kind  of  film  you  set  your  heart  on  making.
This is one of the reasons why we have plotted the documentary
as  a  quest  for  clues.  I  can  be  seen  as  author  and  director  on-
screen in the…
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