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SYNOPSIS
The  Neo-Andean  architecture  of  Freddy  Mamani  Sylvestre,  in-
fluenced by indigenous culture, adorns the Bolivian city of El Al-
to. A psychoactive inspection at 4,000 metres above sea level.
As  a  pioneer  of  Neo-Andean  architecture,  Freddy  Mamani  Sil-
vestre  attracts  attention  far  beyond  the  borders  of  Bolivia.  His
non-conformist designs are influenced by the culture of the Ay-
mara,  the  biggest  ethnical  group  in  the  country,  echoing  their
myths  and  patterns.  Buildings  constructed  between  2008  and
2021 are circled, inspected and captured, in part 35 of the ongo-
ing series “Photography and beyond”.
Like  giant  jewels,  the  Cholets  rise  into  the  sky  above  the  Boli-
vian city  of  El  Alto,  at  4,000 metres above sea level.  Cholets,  a
neologism created from chalet and Cholo, the local term for in-
digenous people, are the creations of architect Freddy Mamani
Silvestre, born in 1971.  Several dozen buildings designed by him
adorn  the  otherwise  fairly  unglamorous  city  otherwise  mainly
dominated by raw red…
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