LIKAY STAR - FROM THE JUNGLE TO THE THAI OPERA

by Marco Wilms

SYNOPSIS

Jungle child Manop is nine years old and dreams of becoming a
star in Thailand’s most popular folk opera LIKAY. He lives
among the elephants in the middle of the jungle near the re-
mote border to Burma, and performs in the LIKAY children’s
group in his village school. Manop is a Burmese refugee. He
does not have a Thai passport, is not allowed to leave his village
and will not receive a school report despite his diligence.
Manop’s mother cleans the school for free so her son may at-
tend. The family live in the school’s converted chicken coop. Be-
cause he wants nothing more than to perform LIKAY, Manop
writes a letter to Thailand’s LIKAY superstar Chaiya Mitchai, ask-
ing him if he may perform once in his show. When Chaiya
Mitchai actually invites him, Manop is allowed to leave the bor-
der region for the first time and embark upon a great adventure.
He meets Chaiya in a luxurious hotel in Pattaya, is allowed to re-
hearse with him, and wins over the hearts of the Mitchai LIKAY...
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