LIFE RUNNING OUT OF CONTROL

by Bertram Verhaag

SYNOPSIS

In the mid-eighties, science, with the help of genetic technolo-

gy, finds the key to mastering the Earth and its creatures. Sud-
denly, everything seems possible! Twenty years later, we em-
bark on a global journey to explore the progressive genetic ma-
nipulation of plants, animals and human beings: In India, a disas-
trous crop of genetically modified cotton leaves many farmers
facing ruin. They resort to selling a kidney - or committing sui-
cide. In Canada, genetically modified canola seeds blow onto
the fields of neighbouring organic farms, making ecological
farming impossible. The Icelandic parliament sells information
on the entire population's genes to a private company that, in
turn, plans to turn over the data at a profit to the pharmaceuti-
cal industry and insurance companies. A research project, de-
scribed as a “vampire project”, involves taking blood, hair and
saliva samples from 700 so-called threatened ethnic groups on
the pretext of preventive health. The gene samples...
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