LANDEN

by Vanessa Nica Mueller

SYNOPSIS

"Jamais vu is the opposite of déja vu, a place which seems
known appears strange, unknown and new. A scenery which
seems familiar appears alienated, she heard."

An essay about Lebanon (mainly) and Germany (also), about
coastlines and plants like the marsh samphire, the milk thistle,
the angel trumpet or the crimson bottlebrush. About adapta-
tion and transformation as well as resistance, about changes de-
sired and dreaded, the city of Beirut and its unexpected revela-
tions, modernism and time passing by, and, of course, the hopes
and fears of its inhabitants, many of whom sense that their fu-
ture might wait for them across the sea, even if they don’t want
to leave.

All of this is presented in a wonderful collage-like narrative style
that mixes and integrates different materials and techniques, as
if toillustrate the following observation: "The microbiologist and
evolution scientist Lynn Margulis developed in the 1960s the
theory that evolution is mostly based on symbiosis and...
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