LALE ANDERSEN - THE VOICE OF LILI MALREEN

by Irene Langemann

SYNOPSIS

Known in Munich, Moscow and Vancouver: Lili Marleen, one of
the most famous songs of the last century. Its success began in
the Second World War with the first performer, the German
singer Lale Andersen. Every night at 10pm, her voice rang out
over the military broadcaster Radio Belgrade, and moved
soldiers of all nations to tears. Unknown until then, the singer be-
came a superstar. A legend and a personal drama began; the
borders between song and singer disappear. For millions of lis-
teners, Lale Andersen became Lili Marleen and the song, her
lucky charm and curse. However, at the height of her fame,
Goebbels forbade the singer to perform or to leave the country.
The reason: Lale Andersen’s correspondence with Jewish emi-
grants in Switzerland. But in the meantime, the song had be-
come so popular and the listeners” demand for Lili Marleen so
high, that Lale Andersen was allowed to perform again after
nine months. Andersen continued to sing the song at every con-
cert after the war,...
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