
KYRGYSTAN’S GOLD – TREASURES FROM THE FOREST

by Carolin Reiter

SYNOPSIS
A documentary about an ordinary nut. We travel to the Fergana
mountains in southern Kyrgyzstan for the walnut harvest and im-
merse  ourselves  in  a  fascinating  foreign  culture  which  is  strug-
gling to survive.
The Fergana mountains in southern Kyrgyzstan are home to the
world’s  largest  natural  walnut  forest.  The  forest  covers  an  area
the  size  of  the  Black  Forest,  and  some  of  the  trees  are  400
years old. Walnuts are in demand well beyond the national bor-
ders  of  Kyrgyzstan.  In  the  country  as  a  whole,  little  attention  is
paid to the ordinary-looking nut,  but for the local population, it
is one of the mainstays of their livelihood. But the forests are be-
ing  threatened  by  illegal  deforestation.  Because  valuable  wal-
nut  wood  is  equally  sought-after.  Foresters  have  only  recently
started  to  plant  new  trees  to  preserve  the  diversity  of  the
forests. We visit the town of Arslanbob in the middle of the spec-
tacular  mountains  of  southern  Kyrgyzstan,  and  we  accompany
Muhta Akar, who is able to support…
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