HOTEL HAITI

by Alma Barkey

SYNOPSIS

On the hills above the city, a white villa embellished with decora-
tive turrets and gables sits amidst a park surrounded by palm
trees - an image from a fairytale. The “Hotel Oloffson” is a place
steeped in history and numerous personal stories. Prominent for-
eign guests who have stayed here include actors Humphrey Bo-

gart and Marlon Brando as well as Graham Greene, Truman
Capote, Mick Jagger and Bill Clinton. From one of the building’s
many balconies you can see the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince,
where misery grew constantly over the past 60 years and which
was devastated by the earthquake of January 2010. However,
the legendary Hotel Oloffson wondrously survived the quake.
During the day the Oloffson merely swelters in the heat, but as
soon as the sun goes down, its guests along with wealthy Hai-
tians meet for sundowners at the bar or the veranda and sudden-
ly the hotel becomes alive. This documentary is a collection of
anecdotes involving the hotel, its owner and guests and...
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